















Copyright 1900 by The Sunday School. Times Co. 


ool Cimes 














a 





a 








International Lesson 


Philadelphia, January 19, 1901 






Volume Forty-three 











for February 3 Number 3 
-~> i, - — 
a err CAG i = i ‘ cache U af 














The College Man’s Religion at the 
Beginning of the Twentieth Century 


By John R. Mott 


General Secretary of the World’s Student Christian 


FEW months before 

his death, Mr. Moody 

said to me that, from a 

religious point of view, he 

looked upon our colleges 

as the most hopeful fieid in 

allthe world. The colleges 

and universities constitute, 

without doubt, the most 

religious communities in our country. Taking the 

young men of America as a whole, not more than one 

in twelve are members of evangelical churches, Some 

have placed the proportion as low as one in twenty. 

Among students, however, nearly one-half of the young 

men are members oi evangelical churches. The pro- 

portion among the women students # larger. Among 

professors and instructors the percentage of evangelical 

Christians is far larger even than it is among the stu- 

dents. This is true in state and other undenomina- 

tional colleges, as well as in denominational institutions. 
A still more striking fact is that 
the proportion of Christian stu- 
dents in our colleges is larger 


than ever before acknowledge Christ as Lord, and are 
identified with his church. 

Generally speaking, it may be asserted that the 
type of religious life of American students is not tra- 
ditional, They do not hold their present beliefs sim- 
ply because they have inherited them. At the same 
time, they do attach great weight to the traditional 
facts and statements of the Christian faith. They 
are, as a ciass, loyal to the great verities of evangelical 
Christianity. Their religious belief is based upon a 
perscnal study of the Christian Scriptures and evi- 
dences. And not least helpful in establishing their 
taith has been the influence of the presentation and 
study of the facts of Christian missions. 

Their religious life, therefore, may be characterized 
as intellectual and spiritual. It is practical as well. 
The typical American Christian student despises cant 
and hypocrisy, and desires. above al! else, reality in 
his Christian experience. He is not satisfied to limit 
the Bible to the realm of thought and discussion ; he 
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seeks to bring it to bear 
upon his life,—to help 
him in his battle with 
temptation, to enable him 
to develop strong faith 
and a symmetrical char- 
acter. 

Moreover, he is not con- 
tent to keep his religion to 
himself. He recognizes the force of Archbishop 
Whately’s words, ‘‘If our religion is not true, we 
ought io change it; if it is true, we are bound to 
propagate what we believe to be the truth.'’ There- 
fore he unites with his Christian fellow-students in 
an organized movement to make Christ known in 
his college, in his native land, and throughout the 
world, 

One of the best ways of determining the religious 
life of the colleges is to consider the student Christian 
org? nizations, because an organization puts in tangible 
form what students are thinking 
about, and what they believe. 
That for which men are willing 
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clergyman has pointed out that, 





f which they lend the weight of 
| their influence, that to which 
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about a hundred years ago, there | 
was but one professing Christian | 


they give time and money, ex- 





student at Yale. At that time, 
ine a number of other colleges 
with Christian foundations, there' 
were but small groups of disci- 
ples of jesus Christ. It would 
be difficult to name half a dozen 
colleges of which the same thing 
could now be said. Six years ago 
a religious census was taken of 
more than three hundred Ameri- 
can colleges, and it was ascer- 
tained that of the seventy 
thousand young men in these 
institutions over one-half were 
members of evangelical churches, 
whereas, a quarter of a century 
previous, not more than one-third 
of the male students in these col- 
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presses concretely their convic- 
tions and spiritual attitude. One 
of the outstanding characteristics 
of the last quarter of the nine- 
teenth century has been the or- 
ganization and development of 
the Christian student movement. 
Among men students this is 
known as the Student Young 
Men's Christian Association, 
which is established in over six 
hundred universities, colleges, 
and other institutions of higher 
learning, and has a membership 








of about thirty-five thousand 
students and professors. Among 
women students we find the 
Student Young Women's 














leges were professing Christians. 
Facts like these show that stu- 
dents in larger numbers relatively 
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organized in over three hun- 
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higher learning, and has over nineteen thousand 
members. 

Nearly all the student Christian societies belong to 
these two intercollegiate organizations. When it is 
remembered that twenty-five years ago there were but 
a few scores of student religious organizations in the 
entire country, and that such societies as then existed 
were not united, the magnitude of the student Chris- 
tian movement to-day is impressive, and reminds one 
of the words of Dr. Roswell Hitchcock, ‘‘ The omni- 
presence, and I had almost said the omnipotence, of 
the Young Men's Christian Association, is the great 
fact in the religious life of our colleges to-day.’’ 

The Christward movement among students is in- 
creasing year by year. Not only is it true that there 
are now more Christians in the colleges than in the 
preceding generations, but the number of students 
who are being led into the Christian life continues to 
grow. During the past year more students accepted 
Christ as their Saviour and Lord than in any other 
year of which we have trustworthy record. Some of 
the most wonderful spiritual awakenings in the history 
ef our colleges have occurred within the last five years, 
It is worthy of emphasis that these revivals have not 
been confined to the Christian or denominational 
colleges. When all the difficulties are kept in mind, 
the revivals which have taken place in such institu- 
tions as the University of Virginia, Cornell Univer- 
sity, and the University of California, seem even more 
remarkable than those in Christian institutions. There 
are few state universities in which each year there are 
not men led out of lives of unbelief into an intelligent 
and vital faith in Christ. And it is significant that a 
larger number of the converts have come from the stu- 
dents of science than from any other class of students. 

The Bible occupies a large place in the life of the 
students of America, —undoubtedly larger than ever. 
In the first place, the Bible study in connection with 
the college curriculum is carried on to-day in a man- 
ner better adapted than formerly to command and 
hold the interest and confidence of college men. 
Moreover, there has been in. recent years a most 
hopeful development of voluntary Bible study apart 
from the curriculum, In 1888 there were less than 
four thousand college men and women in Christian 
Association Bible classes ; now there are between 
nineteen and twenty thousand. In each of twenty 
leading undenominational universities, where, a few 
years ago, there was not a single Bible class, there 
are now from fifty to three hundred students enlisted 
in voluntary Bible study. There are doubtless ten 
students who to-day keep the morning watch—that 
is, spend the first half-hour of the day in Bible study 
and prayer—to one who did so ten years ago. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury has said that few 
things inspired him with such hope as the recent up- 
rising among university men and women for the 
evangelization of the world. A Roman 
Catholic magazine had an article, not 
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While the interest in foreign missions among stu- 
dents has become more intelligent and more purpose- 
ful, their interest in the religious and philanthropic 
work in their college communities and in the nation 
has not in the least diminished. On every hand stu- 
dents seem to have a sincere desire not only to study 
the social, moral, and religious problems of their 
country, but also to make their lives tell, both before 
and after graduation, on the solution of these problems. 

By an organization which places on the Christian 
students the burden of responsibility for influencing 
aright their fellow-students ; by the visits of many 
traveling and local secretaries ; by the eight Bible 
conferences of ten days’ duratibn, in which annually 
two thousand student leaders come under the direct 
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influence of men who have proved themselves most 
helpful to the religious life of college men and 
women ; and by the Bible study and missionary 
departments and multiform Christian activities, —the 
college Christian Associations have mightily influenced 
for Christ and his kingdom the students of our day. 
Through the continued operation of all these forces, 
made more efficient by the work of the Spirit of the 
living God, may we not confidently expect in the gen- 
eration before us greater spiritual achievements than 
in any generation of the past? 





Editor’s Note.—Mr. Mott's ringing message of encourage- 
ment has an especial timeliness just now, as the denomina- 
tional Day of Prayer for Colleges occurs the last Thursday in 
January, and the Day of Prayer observed by the World's Stu- 
dent Christian Federation is the second Sunday of February. 
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Why Did Christ Use Parables ? 


By George T. Purves, D.D. 
Pastor of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York City 


HE question is as old as Christianity, for we are 
told that Christ's first disciples asked, as soon 
as he began to employ this method of instruction, 
‘* Why speakest thou unto them in parables ?’’ (Matt. 
13:10.) It was evidently a new method in his teach- 
ing, and one that struck his followers as singular. 
Every generation of students needs to have the ques- 
tion raised afresh, for the answer to it is not by any 
means as simple as many suppose. 

Probably the instinctive reply of most readers of 
the Gospels would be that Christ used parables for 
purposes of illustration, meaning by this that the ob- 
ject was to make his teaching clearer by setting forth 
analogies to it from nature or human life. And it is 
certain that this view of parables cannot be wholly 
wrong. Asa matter of fact, they have served through- 
out the whole history of the church the purpose of 
illustration. They put abstract truth in a concrete 
form. They substitute processes of nature for the 
less familiar processes of divine power and grace, and 
graphically portray the unseen realities of the king- 
dom of God and Christ's redemptive mission by means 
of human actions and relationships, the appropriate- 
ness of which none can fail now to realize. The vari- 
ous interpretations which have been put upon them 
prove their manifold illustrative power. Christian 
thought has ever found in them living pictures of 
revealed truth. 

Yet it is to be observed that, when first spoken, the 
parables did not usually make truth clearer to the 
auditors. They often puzzled even the disciples, who 
asked for an explanation of them. Sometimes, it is 
true, their meaning was more or less patent, for we 





long ago, in which the author appealed 
to the Catholic leaders to bestir them- 
selves if they wished to have Catholi- 
cism take the large part in the Christian- 
ization of the world which Protestantism 
is destined to have as a result of the 
Student Volunteer Movement. Under 
the influence of this movement several 
thousands of college men and women 
have volunteered to extend the kingdom 
of Christ in non-Christian lands. Over 
sixteen hundred of them have finished their prepara- 
tion, and are now on the mission fields working under 
the direction of the regular mission boards. About 
five thousand students are in classes making a thorough 
study of missions ; ten years ago the number was less 
than five hundred. This means a more intelligent 
leadership ‘of the missionary enterprise at home as 
well as abroad. 


are told, on at least one occasion, that the Pharisees 
‘‘knew that he had spoken the parable against 
them’’ (Mark 12:12; comp., too, Luke 16: 14). 
But more commonly the parables appeared to have 
an air of mystery about them. They contrasted with 
the directness of Christ's earlier instructions, such as 
the Sermon on the Mount. The query, ‘* Why 
speakest thou to them in parables ?'’ seems to imply 
that this method of teaching was not so plain as the 
disciples wished, and that they thought it would not 
be understood by outsiders. 

If, then, the parables were intended to illustrate 
truth, it was mainly with a view to the benefit which 
believers in the future would receive than to their im- 
mediate effect. Partial illustration, of course, the better 
instructed disciples received from them from the first. 
Those parables which were spoken only to disciples 
must have been intended to help their faith, and, no 
doubt, did so. But even to them there was as much 
mystery in them as illustration ; and, looking at them 
as a whole, it must be admitted that, considered as 
illustrations, they were designed so to represent truth 
by analogies to it that these would become plain with 
the further advance of believers in spiritual knowl- 
edge and life. This explains the fact that their illus- 
trative value has impressed later generations so much 
more than it did the original hearers. It was, in 
fact, necessary for revelation to be completed before 
the parables could be used in any fulness for its illus- 
tration. 

There is, moreover, another limitation to be put 
on the view of parables as illustrations of truth, aris- 
ing from the fact that Christ himself is reported to have 

declared their object to have been just 
the opposite. Mark tells us that, when 








Here the silentest of things 
Lowliest lies ; 

Where with palpitating wings, 
Swift to rise, 

Wakes the soul that sweetest sings, 

And the loftiest anthem brings 
From the skies. 


the Twelve asked of him the parables, 
he replied: ‘*Unto you is given the 
mystery of the kingdom of God: but 
unto them that are without, all things 
are done in parables: ¢ha/ [that is, é# 
order that | seeing they may see, and not 
perceive ; and hearing they may hear, 
and not understand; lest haply they 
should turn again, and it should be 
forgiven them’’ (Mark 4: 11,12). The 
same statement in a shortened form is 
reported by Luke (Luke 8:10). Matthew's record 
(Matt. 13 : 10-15) is slightly different, in that the quota- 
tion from Isaiah, imputed to our Lord, is longer and 
more explicit, and, instead of the particle of purpose 
(‘‘ in order that, seeing,’’ etc.), found in Mark, we find a 
particle of reason (‘‘ because seeing,’’ etc.). The latter 
difference has seemed-to some 'to denote in the evange- 
list a desire to soften the apparently harsh phrase found 
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in Mark. But this can hardly be, for the reason that 
Matthew puts in Christ's mouth the statement, ‘‘ For 
whosoever hath, to him shall be given; .. . but who- 
soever hath not, from him shall be taken away even 
that which he hath "’ (v. 12), which implies the pur- 
pose, on Christ's part, of dealing in his teaching with 
men so as to add to those who possess truth, and to 
deprive those who have not of the little that they 
have. 

Furthermore, the language of Isaiah (Isa. 6: 10), 
which, according to all accounts, Christ used to ex- 
plain his parabolic teaching, was a declaration that 
God's purpose in the prophet’s mission was to bring 
about a still greater dulness of understanding and 
judicial hardening of heart in the majority of Israel. 

The first evangelist therefore could not have meant 
to deny that Christ's purpose in teaching by parables 
was, as Mark reported, to veil truth from his enemies. 
Both particles used by the evangelists expressed the 
Lord's meaning. Because the people rejected his 
teaching, and, seeing, saw not, decause they had not 
the spiritually open eye and ear, therefore ## was 
Christ s purpose to present the truth in such a manner 
that they would still farther be darkened, and their 
separation from him would become complete. 

Some writers (for example, Jiilicher, Die Gleich- 
misreden Jesu) hive sought to prevent this conclusion 
by the hypothesis that the words here imputed to 
Christ cannot have been his. He, it is said, intended 
the parables to make truth clear. Afterwards his 
disciples surrounded them with the mystery of fanciful 
interpretations, and so came to regard them as enig- 
mas and ‘‘ dark sayings."" Then the words of Isaiah 
were attached to them by way of explanation, and the 
whole imputed to Jesus. Such criticism, however, 
is entirely unwarranted. Quite apart from their in- 
spiration, it is utterly improbable that all three evan- 
gelists should have thus been misled. The idea of a 
judicial blinding of Israel to the light which shined in 
the teaching of Jesus is, moreover, repeated by John 
(John 12 : 39, 40), who may have been reminded of 
it by the Lord’s words as reported by the earlier 
evangelists. The same solemn truth in a more gen- 
eral connection is also repeated by Paul (Rom. 
11 : 8). ° 

It is more to the purpose to observe that our Lord's 
teaching, as a whole, had, and was intended by him 
to have, a considerable element that was enigmatical. 
It was by no means a simple message which all 
could understand. He himself was the greatest mys- 
tery in it, and men were constantly asking who he 
This appears especially in the fourth Gospel, 
though no less plainly in the Synoptists. His first 
public appearance was marked by an elaborately ob- 
scure statement (John 2 : 19), which nobody under- 
stood at the time, and was intended to divide his 
auditors into those who sympathized with his pro- 
gram, and those who did not. The great discourse 
in the synagogue at Capernaum (John 6 : 25-71) was 
designed as much to repel the superficial as to in- 
struct the genuine disciples. Even his closest friends 
felt that there was mystery about his person and his 
instructions. He himselt said, ‘‘ These things have 
I spoken unto you in proverbs [or parables]; the 
hour cometh when I shall. . . tell you plainly of the 
Father’’ (John 16 : 25). And in the same parting 
discourse he declared that it would be the office of the 
Holy Spirit to make his teaching plain. 

We must therefore recognize a double purpose in 
Christ's use of parables. They were designed so to 
embody his truth in its analogies from nature ard 
human life that it might be veiled to the unsympa- 
thetic, and illustratee to the spiritually minded. In 
proportion as want © sympathy existed at all, would 
it certain), .ncrease ; and it was the intention of Jesus 
that the worldly Jews, who sought in Messiah tem- 
poral power and external glory, should bé more and 
more turned away from him by his teaching becoming 
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more vague, apparently less practical and less inci- 
sive. Hence his teaching by parables began just when 
the excitement about him in Galilee was reaching its 
height, when the opposition of the Pharisees was be- 
coming strong, and the enthusiasm of the superficial 
populace violent. His use of parables at that time 
was but part of the larger program which he then took 
up of repelling and destroying the false discipleship 
which was threatening to gather round him. » On the 
other hand, while he repelled the false, he fed the 
true disciples, so far as they could receive his mean- 
ing. ‘‘ Blessed are your eyes, for they see;'’ he cried. 
And into his parables he condensed so much of truth 
that as revelation advanced, and as the Spirit led the 
disciples intc the full knowledge of their Lord’s mes- 
sage, the parabolic teaching lost its veil entirely, and 
became, as also was intended, a treasure-house of 
illustrations for the service of the kingdom of God 
and of the Christian life. 

It should be added, however, that in the use of his 
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parables our Lord was doubtless moved by the desire 
to set forth the profound conformity of his teaching 
and mission wth the natural order of things, both in 
the physical world and in the accepted relations of 
human life. There is space here only to call atten- 
tion to this fact. 

Looking, then, at the matter from each of these 
points of view, we must be amazed at the boldness 
and the fidelity, the stern repulsion of unbelief, the 
far-sighted provision for the needs of future believers, 
the profound grasp upon the nature of his own mission 
which led Jesus to the use of parables, no less than at 
the sublime skill which accomplished so many and such 
difficult purposes by the employment of these simple 
stories. Out of the necessity of veiling truth that 
opponent and false disciple might be repelled from 
him, he provided illustrations. of truth which have 
served the spiritual needs of his people throughout 
the centuries in proportion as the truth itself has been 
more and fully apprehended. 
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Is the Salaried Superintendent Needed ? 


By President David Allen Reed 
Of the Bible Normal College, Springfield, Mass. 


AM asked to answer briefly the ques- 
tion which heads this article. Let 
us look at the present classification 
of our Sunday-schools. 

First, there is the mission church 
school, whose scholars have but lit- 
tle religidus influence at home, and 

the shortest possible common-school education, where 

the membership is constantly shifting. 

Second, there is the partly mission and partly 
family church school, in which, besides the poorly 
educated scholars of the shifting population, there 
are some scholars from stable, well-to-do, well-edu- 
cated families. 

Third, there is the family church school, where 
practic:.lly all the families live near by, attend 
church as families, and whose scholars have as thor- 
ough and complete an education as the city or town 
can furnish, and where, in many cases, a college or 
university course is added. 

There are beween thirteen and fourteen millions 
in the Sunday-schools in this land, and they all can 
be classified in one of these divisions, whether in 
the crowded city or in sparsely settled country dis- 
tricts. 

Every one will admit that we ought to make the 
Sunday-school, which stands for the educational work 
of the church, as productive of positive educational 
and spiritual results as possible. We ought to ex- 
pect to find the average scholar in it with a fair 
knowledge of the main facts, the chief biographies, 
the most prominent spiritual truths, of the Bible, and 
certainly with a clear and comprehensive knowledge 
of Christ and his teachings. We ought to find boys 
‘and girls growing into, and, from time to time, in 
ever-increasing numbers, expressing their faith in 
Christ as their personal Saviour. These are the very 
ieast results, from an educational and religious point 
of view, that we should expect. This is by no means 
the ideal. This is not what ‘- possible if we wish it, 
and will it, and sacrifice for it ; but this much surely 
we ought to have. We are approaching these results 
to a greater or less degree to-day. 

Will the salaried superintendent lead to an im- 





provement? Let us see what such a superintendent 
has for equipment, and what he does. He has had a 
thorough training. He has had the same collegiate 
or university training, or its equivalent, as the doctor, 
lawyer, or preacher. He has had the same technical 
training for this particular kind of work as the super- 
intendent of secular education for his school work ; 
that is, he has had a thorough course in the Bible 
and cognate subjects. He knows the geography, the 
history, the biography, the prophecy, the great spir 
itual truths, of the life and teachings of Christ. In 
short, he has such a comprehensive knowledge ot the 
Bible as the secular superintendent or teacher has of 
the subjects to be taught in the day school. 

Further, he knows the great facts of church his- 
tory. He knows the heroes and martyrs, and many 
of the leaders in the great missionary fields. He has 
made a careful study of the child,—the physical, 
mental, and spiritual nature. He has done laboratory 
work by careful investigation, under the supervision 
of an expert in the kind of biblical knowledge which 
the mind takes and assimilates most readily in the 
kindergarten, the pre-adolescent, and the adolescent 
period. He has a thorough knowledge of the art of 
teaching, is familiar with blackboard work and other 
forms of illustration. He is familiar by reading, by 
conference, by actual contact, with the best methods 
and the most successful educators of the day. He is 
spiritual, evangelistic ; knows how to deal with those 
who are seeking Christ, how to meet their difficulties 
and lead them to him. He has a fair knowledge of 
society, the causes which produce the present social 
conditions in cities, towns, and country districts. He 
knows the dangers, the evils, the most tried, prac 
tical, successful methods of meeting these. 

This, plus the natural qualifications for his office 
is the equipment which the salaried superintencc, 
brings, or may bring, to his work. 

What does he do? He devotes his entire time to 
the work of the Sunday-school and to work with the 
young people. With the pastor he selects the teach- 
ers ; he grades the school according to the ability of 
the scholars, though with somewhat wider latitude 
than in the day school ; he has a successful teachers’ - 
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meeting ; he studies with his teachers the subject- 
matter to be taught ; he brings to them the most that 
a broad general knowledge and special research can 
bring from the various fields of information, bearing 
on the subject of the lesson,—material which they 
doubtless have neither the time nor the opportunity 
to gather ; he teaches them about the child mind, — 
how fo diagnose the various scholars and. meet their 
religious and unfolding natures; he has a normal 
class, selected from the adult classes in the school, 
in which he is constantly preparing a corps of effi- 
cient teachers ; he teaches them the art of teaching, 
—how to attract and interest and hold by virtue of 
the subject-matter being taught; he teaches them 
how to help the scholars to know the Christ and to 
win them to simple faith in him, and to loyal, enthu- 
siastic service for him. 

He visits every family in any way connected with 
the school ; he knows the parents, the surroundings ; 
he tries to enlist the hearty sympathy and co-opera- 
tion of the parents in the work of the school, and to 
reinforce the teaching on the Sabbath by the words 
and lives of the parents during the week ; he super- 
intends the work for the. young people, and is one 
with them, giving wise direction, by consultation and 
by co-operation, making their society productive of 
real practical results in the broadening and stimu- 
lating of their minds and in the actual service of the 
Master ; he labors with the non-church-going popula- 
tion in the parish, and seeks to win the children at 
least into the Sunday-school ; he supplements the 
work of the pastor whenever it is desirable and possi- 
ble, and consistent with the interests of the technical 
work for which he is engaged. 

Do you say this is an ideal? Here are some tes- 
timonials by pastors who have this kind of work in 
their churches : 

** Miss C has been the superintendent of the 
primary department of our Sunday-school for the past 
year, and we are happy to say that the school has 
doubled in numbers and more than doubled its charac- 
ter in discipline, dignity, and usefulness. It pays to 
have teachers who have had training."’ 





. ‘1 wish to bear testimony to the usefulness of the 
training of men and women for efficient work among 
the churches. Mr. C took charge of the mission 
work connected with our church in June, 1898. His 
wife has also had special training, and they both have 
been very helpful and successful in their work among 
us. In their methods of Sunday-school work they 
show the value of their training, in their adaptability 
to the character and capacity of the children they 
indicate their knowledge of the child mind, and in 
their use of the Bible they make plain the instruction 
they have received, and their careful study of the 
Word, Weappreciate their work very much, and we 
shall keep them so long as we are able."’ 

‘*l am pleased to state that Mr. L——, by virtue 
of good judgment, efficient service, and Christian 
spirit, makes himself a necessity in our church work 
and life. Mrs, L—— is doinga splendid work iin the 
primary department, and commends herself in every 
way. We think a great deal of them."’ 

** I am pleased to say that I have found Mr. H—— 
a man thoroughly equipped for intelligent leadership 
in the teaching department of the church's work. He 
is in possession of the latest results of study in the 
field of child life. He knows how to study the Bible 
and to teach it, and, what is more important to know, 
how to help others to teach. Men equipped for this, 
the most important branch of the church's activity, as 
he is, are the best possible advertisement of this spe- 
cial training. Every large church needs and should 
have such a man."’ 

These are only a few general words which are 
spoken in commendation of the work of the salaried 
superintendent, and necessarily do not go into the 
details of the work. Many more might be given, 
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showing efficiency and great improvement where such 
a superintendent is engaged. Now the point natu- 
rally arises, ought the Sunday-school, in organization 
and superintendence and teaching and results, to be 
as good as other great interests in life? Or ought 
business and science and secular education to move 
forward in the last twenty-five years with great bounds 
in equipment and methods and results, and the edu- 
cational work of the Church of God remain on about 
the same basis as it did twenty-five years ago ? 

The average superintendent to-day is doubtless do- 
ing the best he can. It would be a physical impos- 
sibility for him to do what the salafied superintendent 
can do. It must be evident to any one that, under 
the care of a salaried superintendent, the Sunday- 
school would immediately improve, and improve to a 
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very great extent. Do we want to see it improve? 
Do we want to see the best results obtained?. If we 
do, then the salaried superintendent is needed, —nay, 
we cannot do the kind of work we ought without him. 
He may take a single school, if the church can afford 
it ; he may take a group of schools, or the schools of 
a city, or of a conference, and so distribute the ex- 
pense, but he is needed. He will improve every 
school or group of schools to which he goes. He 
will pay the church on a purely commercial basis ; 
he will gradually make possible the ideal school 
where the educational work of the church will be as 
comprehensive and scientific, and accomplish the 
results sought in the religious life, as thoroughly and 
fully as expert methods in business and science and 
secular education bring the desired results. 
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What the Gold Piece Bought 


By Augusta Kortrecht 


T WAS a happy day for the little Jacksons, for that 
very morning father had broken the toy bank, and 
counted all the pennies and nickels, and had taken 
them down town with him, and at dinner time brought 
back a beautiful gold piece in their place. And more 
than that,—mother said that, just as soon as Hit was 
quite well again, they would take the gold piece and 
buy the party! That was what they had wanted for 
ever so long,—a party, with ice-cream, you know, 
and crackers to pull and take out tissue-paper caps. 
So, of course, they were happy ; and Tom and Dick 
and Meg and Johnnie-Jump-Up, all kissed Hit harder 
than usual, and started off to school again in high 
glee. 

Mother was very busy that afternoon. She was 
packing a box of half-worn clothes, to send out West 
to Uncle Dick's poor people, and, while she brushed 
and folded and smoothed little dresses and coats, Hit 
toddled about and reached for things she ought not to 
have. She reached for the big vase on the table, 
and Meg's doll, and many other things, but the only 
thing she got was something round and yellow, and 
not very large, and, when mother opened the fat little 
fist, and looked to see what it was, it turned out to be 
the gold piece. 

Miss Mehitabel Jackson would not give the money 
up, so mother let her alone, only trying to keep an 
eye on the young lady and the gold piece, to see that 
no harm came to either of them. The day passed 
away, and after a while the children came trooping 
home from school. The very first thing they wanted 
—after being well kissed, of course—was the gold 
piece that was going to buy the party. 

Then a dreadful thing came to light. The gold 
piece had disappeared! They searched high and 
they searched low. Mother shook out Hit’s little 
skirts, and looked carefully under every rug in the 
room. But there was no sign of the money, Then 
she asked the baby, ‘‘ Darling, did you put it into 
the drawer ?’’ and *‘Did mother’s baby throw the 
pretty money out of the window?’ And to every 
question Hit would show her tiny teeth in a smile, and 
answer ‘* Yes,""——which, you know, was very annoying 
to the children, who wanted the party so much. 


When father came home, he said he would buy an- 
other toy bank, and they would start all over again ; 
but they could not quite give up the hope of finding 
their gold piece, and every few days Meg or Dick or 
one of the others would insist on turning the rugs all 
up again, or putting Miss Hit through new questions 
as to where she had put their money. But it was 
always the same, and they did not learn anything 
new. 

It was about a month later when mother got a letter 
from Uncle Dick about the clothes for his poor peo- 
ple. She read the letter through at breakfast, and, as 
she came to the last part, she gave a funny little cry, 
and said : 

‘¢O children, do listen to this !°’ 

Every spoon went down into the oatmeal plates, 
and every child pricked up his ears and listened 
while mother read : 

‘And the best of all was the surprise in the pocket 
of the smallest coat,—Meg’s it must have been. If 
your little ones could have seen the joy that gold 
piece brought, they would have had a pleasure noth- 
ing else can give. Tell them ali about it. Tell them 
the little coat with the precious money went to a baby 
girl, —a little lame thing, whose back has often ached 
for the easy-chair they have given her now. And tell 
them the children had a party, —all the youngsters from 
the neighborhood, éach one feeling very fine in some- 
thing out of the big box. And the way those little 
chaps joined hands and danced about their crippled 
queen was a delight to see."’ 

There was a little more, about candy and ap- 
ples the children were so delighted with, and then 
mother looked round at the children a minute, and 
asked : 

‘*Shall I write Uncle Dick it was a mistake? Per- 

haps the chair has not been bought yet, and we could 
still get the money, and buy the party.’’ 
_ And such a regular chorus came back, ‘Oh, no, 
mother ! oh, no!" that Hit took it up, and thumped 
her spoon against her silver cup to a lively ‘‘ rat-tat- 
tat, and sang ‘‘Oh, no! oh, no!’ until Jane came 
in and took her, wriggling and squealing, off to the 
kitchen. 
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Our Share in Making the World Better 


Are we doing our share in making the world 
better? Are we doing anything in that line? 
There is certainly need of such work. We have 
How have 
we improved these within the past week? It'tnay 
be well for us to face squarely our duty, and to 
consider fairly how far we have met it. It may be 
that this will lead us to do more the next week. 


ax 
God’s Choice of Co-Workers 


No man is perfectly fitted for divine co- 
partnership, so far as human eye can see, but 
God chooses those who are least disqualified for 
it. Many a man called of God to active Christian 
work would not be acceptable to men if they were 
to know as much about him as God knows. And 
because the judgment of men is ungenerous and 
short-sighted, God covers the sins of his co- 
workers as it pleases him, and, himself forgetting 
their sins, leads them into a new life, and into 
power and honor. This is not man’s way. Well 
it is for man that it is God’s way. 


x 


Why the Blessing Does Not Come 

Many long for a blessing from God that they 
are sure they need, and that they think they are 
ready for. They pray often and earnestly for this 
blessing, and perhaps they wonder that it does not 
come. Yet in many such a case God is ready to 
give that very blessing, if only the praying one 
would be ready to take it from him. It may bea 


possibilities and capabilities of service. 
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blessing that requires the outreaching of empty 
hands, and the hands of the praying one are now 
full of trifles or treasures that are held on to as if 
they were more than any gift God could bestow. 
They may be gifts that can come in only through 
an open door, yet the praying one stands against 
that door closed fast, and will not move. Are we 
ready to receive the gifts that we ask from God? 
Are we in the necessary position and attitude for 
the acceptance? Is God unready to give, or are 
we unready to receive ? 


x 
Unsheathe the Sword! 


The ‘‘ sword of the Spirit’’ is not for orna- 
ment, for appearance in full-dress parades, but 
for serious use. It will not avail for our spir- 
itual conflicts unless we grasp it firmly, unless its 


yt 


What China Has 


HE missionary situation in. China exceeds in 
tragic interest anything in the church history 

of the last two centuries. Eighteen - hundred 
missionaries and a hundred thousand converts 
were suddenly exposed to the fury of a popular 
proscription as violent as that of the French reign 
of terror. Hundreds of the former and thousands 
of the latter have fallen victims to the rage of the 
anti-foreign movement, and it is not impossible 
that the worst is not known, or even has not yet 
It might seem as if the Church of 
Christ might well be discouraged in view of this 


occurred. 


terrible backset to her efforts for the conversion 
of the world. It might be feared that there 
would be dearth of volunteers for the missionary 
work, in view of the terrible risks to be encoun- 
tered from the cruelties of heathendom. 

It is notable that not a single utterance of this 
kind is heard from those who are engaged either 
‘* Behold, 
I send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves '’ 
was the Master’s warning at the very first, and the 
apostles went forth none the less, most of them to 
die painful deaths for his name, and to endure 
still keener sufferings it witnessing what pagan 
Rome wrought of havoc upon their converts. 
From that day to this the succession of those who 
took their lives in their hands for the sake of the 
gospel has never been broken, and it never will 
be broken until the work is complete. 

The century just closed has been a century of 
martyrdoms beyond any since the days of Con- 
stantine. Burmah, the South Seas, Madagascar, 
Bulgaria, Armenia, and now China, have each in 
turn been the scene of painful, and yet trium- 
phant endings to faithful and fruitful lives. But 
the century has been, not in spite of this, but 
because of it, more fruitful in missionary labors 
than any since the death of the apostles. It has 
sent out more missionaries and has gathered more 
converts than any that preceded. And when we 
turn from mere numbers to consider the personal 
worth of its great missionaries, from Henry Mar- 
tyn onward, the fact becomes still more impres- 
sive. It is not necessary to name the individuals 
from every Christian communion, who have be- 
come household words in every Christian land, 


in the work itself or in supporting it. 
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steel flashes in the sunlight of God... To pass from 
the figurative to the literal,—-many a Christian 
needs to brush the dust from his old Bible, to 
open the door of the greatest library—now closed 
too long ; to read its message on his knees, to 
discover the golden nuggets of wisdom it reserves 
for the eyes of the unworldly, to allow God to 
speak through its sentences as he did to fhe 
prophets and apostles of old. ‘‘ Do you know a 
book that you are willing to put under your head 
when dying? that is the best for you to study while 
living? ‘There is but one such book.’’ It is the 
book for the militant believer, and its sweet strains 
will sound through heaven‘s music on the ear of the 
triumphant saint. It is the sword for the present, 
and it will be the plowshare—emblem of },eace—for 
the fruitful and joyous vineyards of the Paradise 
above. 
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Done for Missions 


and who have taught us to forget sectarian divis- 
ions at home in our joy over their work in fields 
where such distinctions seem so small. 

And what the Church has done for her Master 
in the foreign field, has been more than repaid 
into her bosom in a larger and deeper Christian 
life athome, —in a more abundant charity, a livelier 
hope, and a more practical faith in God and his 
Son. It was the saying of a Unitarian writer that 
the rise of missionary work had been the means 
of saving the churches of America from dying of 
sectarianism, self-complacency, and spiritual tor- 
pidity. ‘‘ There is that scattereth and yet in- 
creaseth ’’ is written at large on the missionary 
annals of the church. 

It is not, therefore, a decay, but a revival and 
extension of missionary zeal, that we may expect 
in the coming century. After all, there is a capa- 
city for heroism in Christian character everywhere, 
and danger appeals to it. It has never been 
through surrounding perils that the chursh has 
lost ground, but through ease and prosperity. 
The sight of brave men and tender women dying 
for a great cause has always acted as a stimulus to 
courage in those who beheld the sight. 
unwise martyrdom has had a great effect. 


Even 
John 
Brown's raid on Virginia was a lawless and un- 
justifiable proceeding, but it startled the whole 
country to find that there were men in America 
who so hated slavery as to be willing to die in 
So the heroism with which 
not only European and American missionaries 


testimony against it. 


faced death in China, but with which their con- 
verts died for the name of Christ, has made a 
marked impression on even indifferent people. 
It has closed the mouths of those who declared 
that the Chinaman became a Christian only for a 
mouthful of rice, and it has called out expressions 
of respect for the missionary work and its results 
in the most unexpected quarters. The Athe- 
nzum is not a paper to which one looks for testi- 
mony to missionaries, but in reviewing a writer 
who had sneered at ‘‘ rice Christians,’’ it asks his 
attention to the fact that ‘‘the recent outbreak 
has shown that the great bulk, at all events, of the 
converts, are prepared to go through fire and water 


in defense of their adopted faith.’’ It quotes a 
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Chinese viceroy to the effect that, ‘‘as compared 
with Buddhism and Taouism, Christianity is now 
in the ascendant’’ in China, and adds that 
‘events are proving, with more and more cer- 
tainty every day, that Christianity is making sure, 
if slow, progress in the country, and that the influ- 
ence of the missionaries resident in the interior is 
a power for good.’’ 

In the present situation we are naturally most 
interested in the fate of our countrymen and 
countrywomen in perils by the heathen. But 
nothing is more touching and pathetic than the 
sufferings of the many thousands who have no 
foreign governments to see to their safety, no 
long traditions of Christian culture to make loyalty 
to Christ a thing of course, however painful, and 
whose newly awakened faith in the protecting and 
comforting power of the Father in heaven has 
been put to this sore test. These ‘‘little ones’’ 
of his kingdom are not less dear to the Master 
than the wisest and best of his Western Christians, 
and China must have a new interest to him since 


How to Know where God Wants Us 


A man may worry himself over the answer to 
a question that he has no business to ask or to con- 
sider. Indeed, a good deal of our worry is over just 
such questions as this. When we know that God has 
shown us our duty, it is not the act of wisdom to in- 
quire how we can know what is our duty. A ques- 
tion that comes to the Editor from a valued reader in 
Ohio suggests this comment. A recent editorial note 
in these pages said, ‘* Just where we are, in the provi- 
dence of God, is where we can best honor and please 
God, and make the most personal gain, and do the 
greatest good to our fellows."’ Referring to this, the 
correspondent inquires : 
Can we be sure that where we are is where God placed us? 


Ordinarily we can. Ordinarily we have no right to 
be in doubt on that point. If, in a particular case, 
there seemed to be a proper question as to it, that spe- 
cial question could be considered by itself. A person 
born as an American boy in Ohio in the nineteenth 
Christian century knows that, so far, he is where God 
placed him. He has, in consequence, certain duties 
and privileges quite different from those granted of 
God to a Chinese girl born in the seventeenth cen- 
tury. There is no use asking whether he can be sure 
as to that. On the other hand, if such a person has 
run away from his parents, or from his wife and chil- 
dren, he knows that he is not where God placed him 
or wants him to be. We need not consider dow we 
can be sure as to this. So as to five hundred other 
supposable cases. God has given us in his Word prin- 
ciples that should guide us. In his providences he gives 
indications of his will that put most practical question- 
ings or doubts beyond our proper sphere of thought 
or of action. Moreover, his Word declares, as to our 
guidance in really doubtful cases, ‘‘ If any man lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not"’ for their lack. Per- 
haps more help will be given to readers generally by 
suggesting the ninety-nine cases where they need have 
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their blood was shed there in his behalf. He 
knew all about the blood of his faithful prophets 
that had been shed in the streets of Jerusalem. It 
was one of the reasons for his especial interest in 
the city that he had been by so many of his mar- 
tyred servants there in their dying hour. Shall 
we suppose that he has not been with all who have 
died for his name in China during these terrible 
months, whether his missionary servants or those 
who have heard their word with gladness and 
turned from darkness to his marvelous light ? 

China is a Jedicated country now, consecrated 
to Christ by the memories of those who have died 
for him on its soil, May it not be the next land 
to unite in confessing his name? May not his 
church take courage in its labors for China, seeing 
that there is now a grand background of heroic 
life and death behind her labors among this 
people? For the God who, as Phillips Brooks 
says, ‘‘ wastes no history’’ will not allow one drop 
of blood to be shed for him without making it 
fruitful of eternal good. 





no doubt, than in attempting to answer as to the hun- 
dredth trying case that is not specified or described. 


x 


Bible Statements Better 
than Man’s Substitute for Them 


There are words quoted as from the Bible that 
are not Bible words. They have been mistakenly 
quoted for so many years that their very erroneous 
form has come to be venerable, and to have a cer- 
tain pious smack. It seems almost too bad to correct 
them. The only excuse, indeed, for making the cor- 
rection is the fact—for it is a fact—that the truth is an 
improvement over even a pious error. Attention is 
called to one of these pious errors by a well-known 
Presbyterian clergyman and theologian in Ohio, 
when he writes, in connection with a contribution 
of his: 

One other favor that I ask is, that your printers will not 
spoil the good biblical phrase, ‘‘ an help meet for him,"’ by 
the usual awkward way of hitching the adjective to the noun 
by a hyphen, and making the monstrous compound “ help- 
meet,"” which ought to be banished from the vocabulary. 

‘ Help-meet,"’ as the designation of a true wife, 
called a monstrous compound, and an unbiblical 
word! What are we coming to? And the worst of 
that charge is that it is true. There isn’t any word 
of that sort in the Bible, even though we have heard 
it from childhood in pulpit and prayer-meeting, from 
godly pastor and pious layman, and have read it in 
religious book and tract and newspaper. Are not 
such authorities good as to Bible terms and language ? 
Many people think so. Eve was given of God to 
Adam as a help, or helper, meet, or fitting, for him, 
corresponding to his nature and need. But because 
our English Bible has so long had the two words 
‘*help'* and ‘‘ meet’’ brought together as they are, 
many thoughtless and some thoughtful readers have 
come to suppose that the Bible says that the first 
woman and the first wife was a ‘' help-meet"’ to man. 





VOL. 43, NO. 3 


Is not the Bible statement better than man’s incorrect 
substitute for it ? 


Hx“ 


What is the Penalty of Neglect ? 


A parable is not always understood by the ordi- 
nary mind. The parables of our Lord required 
explanation in order that the common people, as well 
as the educated and the bigoted ones, might get the 
benefit of them. Yet the truth emphasized by a 
parable may be an all-important one, worthy of the 
finding out and the heeding by all. It is not to be 
wondered at, therefore, that an earnest Bible student 
in New Hampshire is in doubt as to a point in the 
recent lesson of the Parable of the Pounds (Luke 19 : 
11-27), and would be glad to have added light on it. 
She writes : 


In the lesson of the Parable of the Pounds, I am anxious to 
know just what is meant by the ‘“ bank,”’ or “put out at 
usury." Now it seems plain that the Lord's claim means 
more than mere money. It means our time, capacity, and all 
our powers; and when or how is it possible to transfer those 
gifts of mind and soul to any other person or place? Of 
course, this servant accepted the trust, and hid it in a napkin. 
I understand how one may Ade his talent, and fail to improve 
upon it, but what does the Master mean, in his rebuke, in say- 
ing that the servant ought to have put his pound out atinterest 
or in the bank? And what was the punishment awarded ? 
Does taking away the pound mean taking away all his share or 
hope in heaven? The punishment seems to be awarded to 
three classes,—the good servants, the unfaithful servant, and 
the citizens, and the awards seem different in degree at least. 
I know, in the parable of the talents, the unprofitable servant 
was forever shut out of heaven, but this parable has a different 
wording. Nearly all the commentators say that the servant 
comes in that class of “saved as by fire,"’ but that seems to 
me a dangerous doctrine, very unlike the teachings of the 
Master, whose meat it was to do and finish the work that his 
Father gave him to do. 


It is obvious that the figure of the ‘* pounds’’ in- 
cludes our physical, mental, and spiritual possessions. 
Whatever God gives to us, in any of these lines, we 
are to use for him as we have opportunity ; and if we 
neglect this duty, or misuse it, we must take the con- 
sequences. If we have a strong arm, or a swift foot, 
or a keen eye, we may by it save a life or help a 
brother. Neglecting to do this, we may cause suffer- 
ing or death to others. A gentle or a sweet voice 
may be ‘used for the good of many, or be neglected to 
the harm of precious ones. Intellectual powers may 
be employed to the profit of a multitude, or be neg- 
lected to the injury of both the neglected and the 
neglector. Similarly, in a greater degree, with spirit- 
ual powers. As to the punishment, or the conse- 
quences of wrong-doing or of culpable neglect, we 
certainly know that, in God's providence, these will 
be wisely, rightly, lovingly, apportioned to all, even 
though we are as yet unable to know or understand 
them fully. Why is not the expression ‘‘ saved, yet 
so as by fire,’’ or ‘‘ through fire,’’ a satisfactory one, 
as conveying an idea that we can understand? ‘That 
seems to intimate that one who has neglected to lay 
up durable treasure in his lifetime will in the testing 
time find that he has nothing durable to take with 
him when his earthly dwelling-place is destroyed, 
‘‘but he himself shall be saved ; yet so as through 
fire,""—as the Revised Version gives it. Although 
we can understand little, in the present life, about the 
life to come, is it not eminently reasonable to sup- 
pose that one who has used all powers and posses- 
sions for God, and for his fellow-men, being the 
means of saving multitudes and of helping yet more, 
will have in the next life rich and vast possessions, 
while others, who have neglected and misused their 
possessions and powers all their lives, will, even 
though saved, have nothing that endured when the 
fire burned up the wood and hay and stubble which 
they counted of more worth than precious treasures ? 
It is well for us all to realize and to teach that it 
makes a difference to us and to others whether we use 
aright, or misuse and neglect, our God-given powers. 


Aotrns eet 
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Matt. 25 : I-13. 





Lesson 5. February 3. Parable of the Ten Virgins 





(Read Matt. 23 : 1-39; Mark 12 : 41-44; Matt. 24:1 to 25:13.) Memory verses: 10-13 


Golden Text: Watch therefore; for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.—Matt. 25 : 13 


COMMON VERSION 


1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be 
likened unto ten virgins, which took ‘their 
lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 

2 And five of them were wise, and five were 
foolish. 

3 They that were foolish took their lamps, 
and took no oil with them : 

4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with 
their lamps. 

5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all 
slumbered and slept. 

6 And at midnight there was a cry made, 
Behold, the bridegroom cometh ; go ye out to 
meet him. 

7 ‘Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed 
their lamps. 

8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give 
us of your oil ; for our lamps are gone out. 


REVISED VERSION 
t Then shall the kingdom of heaven be 
likened unto ten virgins, which took their 
‘lamps, and went forth to meet the bride- 
groom. And five of them were foolish, 
and five were wise. For the foolish, when 
they took their ‘lamps, took no oil with 
them : but the wise took oil in their vessels 
with their ‘lamps. Now while the bride- 
groom tarried, they all slumbered and 
6 slept. But at midnight there is a cry, Be- 
hold, the bridegroom! Come ye forth to 
meet him. Then all those virgins arose, 
and trimmed their ‘lamps. And the fool- 
ish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil ; 


w wv 
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COMMON VERSION 


9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so ; 
lest there be not enough for us and you: but 
go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for 
yourselves. 

1o And while they went to buy, the bride- 

room came ; and they that were ready went 
in with him to the marriage: and the door 
was shut. 

11 Afterward came also the other virgins, 
saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. 

12 But he answered and said, Verily I say 
unto you, I know you not. 

13 Watch therefore; for ye know neither 
the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh. 


REVISED VERSION 


9 for our 'lamps are going out. But the 
wise answered, saying, Peradventure there 
will not be enough for us and you : go ye 
rather to them that sell, and buy for your- 

to selves. And while they went away to buy, 

the bridegroom came ; and they that were 
ready went in with him to the marriage 
feast: and the door was shut. Afterward 
come also the other virgins, saying, Lord, 

12 Lord, open to us. But he answered and 
said, Verily I say unto you, | know you 

13 not. Watch therefore, for ye know not the 
day nor the hour 


= 


1 Or, torches 
In verse « the American Revisers would substitute “‘ who "’ or “ that” for “ which.” 




















Lesson Calendar 
First Quarter, 1901 


1. January 6.—Jesus Anointed at Bethany ... . Matt. 26: 6-16 
2. January r-.—The Triumphal Entry. ....... Matt, 21 : 1-17 
3. January 20.—Greeks Seeking Jesus. ....... John 12 : 20-33 
4. January 27.—Christ Silences the Pharisees. , . . Matt. 22 : 34-46 
5- Feb. 3.—Parable of the Ten Virgins. . . Matt. ag : 1-13 
6. February so.—Parable of the Talents. ...... Matt. 25 : 14-30 
7. February 17.—The Lord’s Supper ........ Matt. 26 : 17-30 
8. February 24.—Jesus in Gethsemane ....... Matt. 26 : 36-46 
9. March 3.—Jesus Betrayed .......--44- John 18 : 1-14 
to. March 1o.—Jesus and Caiaphas ......... Matt. 26 : 57-68 
11. March 17.—Jesus and Pilate ....... . . Luke 23 : 13-26 
12. March 24.—Jesus Crucified and Buried. . .... Luke 23 : 35-53 


13. March 33.—Review. 


oe 
International Home Readings 


MON.—Matt. 25 : 1-13. Parable of the ten virgins. 


TUES.—Matt. 24 : 42-51. Watch! 
WED.—Luke 12 : 31-40. Be ye ready! 
Tuurs.—Luke 13 : 22-30. Shut out. 
FRI.—Matt. 7 : 15-23. Hypocrites rejected “ 


SAT.—2 Pet. 3 : 8-14. 
SuNn.—Rev. 2: 1-6. 


Looking and waiting. 
White raiment. 


(These Home Keadings are the s‘ecious ot the International 
Bible Reading Association.) 
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Chri*; wants our lamps for his procession on earth, 
not for his feast in heaven ; he will be the lamp there. 


i 
The Lesson Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 
The Lord and the Church 


st. The Waiting Church : 
Kingdom of heaven «. . likened... ten virgins (1). 
Espoused . . . a pure virgin to Christ (2 Cor. 11 : 2). 
A glorious church, not having spot (Eph. 5 : 27). 
2. The Absent Lord: 
Went forth to meet the bridegroom (t). 
Thy Maker is thine husband (Isa. 54 : 5). 
As... aman sojourning in another country (Mark 13 : 34). 
3- The Thoughtful Members: 

The wise took oil in their vessels (4). 

The earnest of the Spirit in our hearts (2 Cor. 1 : 22). 
Sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise (Eph. 1 : 13. 14) 
4- The Careless Members : 

Foolish... took no oil with them (3). 

Holding a form of godliness (2 Tim. 3 : 5). 
Hath not the Spirit of Christ, . . . none of his (Rom. 8 : 9). 
5- The Delayed Coming: 

While the bridegroom tarried, they all... slept (5) 
Of that day or that hour knoweth no one (Mark 13 : 32). 
One day is... as a thousand years (2 Pet. 3 : 8). 

6. The Midnight Cry: 
A cry, Behold, the bridegroom! (6.) 


The Lord himself shall descend from heaven (1 Thess. 4 : 16). 
The day of the Lord ... as a thief in the night (1 Thess. 5-: 2}: 
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7- The Marriage Guests: 
They that were ready went in with him (10). 


Blessed are those servants... watching (Luke 12 : 37). 
Will sup with him, and he with me (Rev. 3 : 20). 


8. The Shut Door : 
The door was shut. ... 1 know you not (10-12). 


Strive to enter in by the narrow door (Luke 13 : 24-27). 
Many.will say to me, . .. Lord, Lord (Matt. 7 : 22, 23). 
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He who neglects to do the right ts no better than he 
who elects not to do it. 
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Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


NTERVENING Events. —A discourse denouncing 
the scribes and Pharisees followed the question 
which silenced them, Matthew (chap. 23) giving it at 
length, Mark and Luxe briefly referring toii. Tue 
last two evangelists tell of the widow's mites, the inci- 
dent occurring in the Court of the Women. At this 
point, most harmonists think, the Greeks sought to 
see Jesus (Lesson 3). Going out from the temple en- 
closure, our Lord predicts the total destruction of the 
temple. Four disciples—Peter, James, John, and 
Andrew—accompany Jesus to the Mount of Olives, 
where was spoken the long discourse in chapters 24 
and 25. It was occasioned by a double question, — 
abuut the destruction of the temple and the «‘ coming "’ 
of our Lord, or ‘* the end of the world"’ (or, “‘ age'*). 
The disciples connected these events in time. Our 
Lord’s reply begins with one set of events, pressing 
the practical duty of watching. He then passes to 
the other, which becomes the sole theme in chapter 
25 (peculiar to Matthew). 

PLAce.—On the Mount of Olives, probably oppo- 
site to the temple. 

Time.—On Tuesday evening, the 12th of Nisan, 
equivalent to April 4, year of Rome 783 ; that is, 
A.D. 30. 

There is no parallel passage. 


< 
Critical Notes 


Verse 1.— Zhen; At the time referred to in what 
precedes, at the coming of the Lord. The parable 
enforces the same lesson of watchfulness.—8e /- 
kened: The future indicates that the resemblance be- 
longs to the period referred to.— 7en virgins : This 
number of maidens was usual in such a procession. — 
Lamps: -The word sometimes means 


. 


‘* torches’ 


(John 18: 3), but ‘‘lamps"’ is correct here, since 
such are known to have been used in wedding pro- 
cessions. 

Verse 2.—foolish... wise: This is the order of 
the oldest and best authorities, and is confirmed by 
the parailel explanations in verses 3 and 4. 

Verse 3.—For: So the better attested reading. It 
introduces the double description that follows. -- When 
they took: Literally, ‘‘taking,'’ probably from their 
respective homes to the bride's house. 

Verse 4.—/n their vessels : The lamp had a hollow 








Varrous styles of Oriental lamps 


receptacle for the oil. These virgins filled these ves- 
sels ; the others did not. 

Verse 5.—Now: Simply continuative, not an ad- 
verb of time.— 7hey al/ slumbered: Fell asleep. — 
And slept: The tense indicates continued 
Hence an interval of waiting is impliea. 

Verse 6.—B8ut: Preferable to ‘‘and,"’ since there 
is a contrast. —A?¢ midnight: The usual time for pro- 
found sleep.— 7here is a cry : Not literal, but a more 
apt rendering than that of the Authorized Version. — 
Behold, the bridegroom! ‘*Cometh"’ is poorly at- 
tested. — Come ye forth : Not ‘‘ go, 
made at the house. 

Verse 7.— 7rimmed their lamps: Literally, ‘‘ their 
own,'’ according to the better attested reading. The 


sleep. 


* as if the cry was 


word rendered ‘‘trim'’ is used of any necessary 
preparation. 
Verse 8.—Are going out: ‘* Are gone out"’ is in- 


exact. 

Verse 9.—Peradventure there will not be enough : 
This gives the tone of the refusal ; the Authorized 
Version makes the answer too abrupt. The reason is 
a sufficient one. — Buy for yourselves : Throughout it 
is implied that each individual must make her own 
preparation, since this is the point of the parable. 
‘* But’’ is poorly supported. There is no need of 
interpreting ‘‘ them that sell."’ 

Verse 10.— While they went away to buy: Carry- 
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ing out in detail the suggestion of the previous verse. 
—Marriage feast: The usual sense of the Greek 
word.— Zhe door was shut: To exclude unwelcome 
guests ; a significant detail, as the context shows. 

Verse 11.—Come;: More accurate and vivid than 
** came.”’ 

Verse 12.—/ know you not: Their right as guests 
turned on their being members of the welcoming pro- 
cession. He could not, therefore, recognize them as 
entitled to entrance. 

Verse 13.— Watch therefore: Exactly as in chap- 
ter 24 : 42.— The day nor the hour: ‘* Wherein the 
Son of man cometh"’ is not found in any very ancient 
manuscript, and is omitted in the Vulgate. The ad- 
dition is implied, indeed, but was probably taken 
from chapter 24 : 44. 
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He only is ready for all things who is always ready. 
ol 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By Professor Albert L. Long, D.D. 
Robert College, Constantinople 


i OOK THEIR LAMPS, AND WENT FORTH TO MEET 

THE BripeGROoM.’’—One of the most in- 
structive archeological collections I have ever visited 
is a collection, at Athens, of many thousands of an- 
cient lamps. The most of them are of clay, and, 
while some are of exquisite workmanship, and show a 
perfection of grace, others are of rude and primitive 
construction. Some bear no marks of use, but are 
clean as when they came from the potter's hand ; 
others bear marks of fire, indicating actual use. Ex- 
amining these lamps in detail, I was able to follow 
out the course of history from its earlier periods down 
to comparatively modern times, as marked in the char- 
acteristic types and style and finish of these interesting 
relics. I noticed on one of them a beautiful monogram, 
reading, in Greek, ‘‘ Life and Light,’’ and on others 
a fish and other emblems, 
showing that those lamps 
had been placed in the tomb 
of those who had died in 
the faith of Him who is the 
light of the grave, and show- 
ing that it was the Christian's 
hope that was symbolized by 
the lamp. . 

In Oriental wedding pro- 
cessions, like the one re- 
ferred to in the lesson, the 
illumination of the proces- 
sion was not done by such 
small lamps. It was from 
flaming torches of pitch- 
pine, or from bunches of tow 
saturated with pitch and 
fastened to long poles ; also 
a_basket-like 
work, supported on an iron 


iron frame- 


rod six or eight feet long, 
filled with pitch-pine 
and other inflammable mate- 
and carried aloft by 
stout men in front of the 
procession, with shouts and 
loud cries of rejoicing. 


was 


rial, 


The band of maidens who by arrangement were to 
join this procession at an appointed stage, to sing a 
hymn of welcome, were furnished each with a lamp. 
It was small and flat, shaped like a butter-boat, pro- 
longed somewhat at one end, where was a hole from 
which protruded the wick, and at the other end was 
the handle by which it was carried. It was filled from 
a hole in the top. Being generally of small capacity, 
it reqrired to be accompanied by some kind of oil 
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vessel, for the supply of that which was necessary to 
keep up the light. 

These lamps, borne in the hands of this band of 
singing maidens, were very instructive symbols, 
Their symbolism was joy and welcome. While they 
served, to a certain limited extent, to light the steps 
of those who carried them, yet their chief significance 
was the manifestation of joyful welcome to the bride- 
groom, and a symbol of that joy and prosperity which 
was wished for him. 

But this significance was shown only by the burn- 


ol 


VOL. 43, NO. 3 
ing lamp. An extinguished lamp was an emblem of 
mourning and death, and could have no place in a 
festive scene. No greater misfortune could overtake 
one of those lamp-bearers than the extinguishing of 
her light. Hence the commendatory distinction class- 
ing as wise or ‘‘ prudent’’ those who took oil in their 
vessels with their lamps. 


% 


They might have given them oil, but preparedness 
they could not give. 
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Ready and Unready 


By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 
Manchester, England 


HE coming of the Lord is presented under many 
aspects in the context of this lesson. He will 
come like a flood, sweeping all before it, or like a 
thief in the night, or like a master to reckon with his 
servants. The lesson itself gives a more joyous em- 
blem,—he will come like a bridegroom io his bride's 
house, where the marriage feast is spread. Our 
expectation should realize, not only the solemn and 
judicial aspects of Christ's coming, but the joyful side. 
The freedom with which parables handle facts is 
strikingly seen, when we remember that the bride is 
really the same as the virgins. Prosaic and minute 
translation of each detail into corresponding spiritual 
reality tortures meanings out of a parable which were 
never in it. And much in this one lands us in inex- 
tricable perplexity, if so dealt with. But we are on 
firm ground in recognizing that the ten virgins repre- 
sent the church, which includes real and nominal 
Christians, The round number of ten implies com- 
pleteness or universality, and the equal division into 
wise and foolish is not to be pressed. He, and only 





An Egyptian bridal party about to 
start for the bridegroom's house 


he, knows the proportions of the two classes. We 
are to take the warning that some who are in the 
visible church have no vital, permanent union with 
its Lord, and to ask, not ‘‘ How many are they ?"’ but 
“Is it 1?" 

The folly of the foolish lay in their not taking oil 
with them. Now, much pains have been spent in try- 
ing to settle what lamps, vessels, and oil mean. If 
determinate significations are to be given, it is best to 


follow Scripture analogy, and, guided by it, the lamps 
will signify the outward life of Christian profession, 
and the oil the Holy Spirit. From the great ‘‘ can- 
dlestick *’ in the tabernacle downwards to Paul's ex- 
hortation to shine ‘‘as lights ;... holding forth the 
word of life,"’ that meaning belongs to the emblem of 
the lamp. 

Similarly, we keep to the line of biblical usage 
when we interpret the oil, that feeds the flame of a 
good life, as meaning the Spirit of holiness who sanc- 
tifies us, and enables us to ‘‘ walk not after the flesh."’ 
But while this is true, the great lesson of the parable 
does not require that so specific a meaning should be 
given to these features of it. Its point is contained 
in the words ‘‘they that were ready'’ and ‘‘ watch 
therefore,’’ and these two requirements of prepared- 
ness and watchfulness are pressed home by the pic- 
ture of the perplexity at last of those who had fool- 
ishly neglected both. While, therefore, we. would 
not insist on the interpretation of the lamps as the 
active life, and the oil as the Holy Spirit, we must 
not overlook the fact that the 
only real preparation for the 
bridegroom's coming is our 
Christlike and Christ-pleas- 
ing character, and that the 
only means by which such a 
character can be attained and 
sustained is by the continual 
reception of ‘‘the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus, ’’ 
alone can make us 
from the law of sin 
death.'' They are ‘‘ ready"’ 
whose lives are holy, whose 
spirits are filled with the 
Spirit of holiness. 

Jesus requires watchful 
ness, but he ‘‘ knoweth our 
frame,’’ and does not de. 
mand impossibilities. Beau- 
tifully and leniently, even 
in a parable of which the 
close is ‘‘ Watch therefore,"’ 
he allows that ‘‘ while the 
bridegroom tarried, they 
all slumbered and slept."’ 
Human nature cannot 
keep up a long-continued 
tension of expectation, nor are we bid to do so. Jesus 
here hints that his return would be long delayed, 
and mercifully recognizes the weakness even of the 
most loving servants. ‘I, sleep, but my heart 
waketh,’’ says the bride in Canticles, and so may 
Christian souls say who necessarily are busy with daily 
duties, 


which 
‘* free 
and 


and who see no reason to expect their 
Lord’s coming in their lifetime. The five wise vir- 
gins watched even while they slumbered, because 
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they were ready for the Bridegroom, whensoever he 
might come. 

The midnight cry roused all,—the wise, to calm 
sense of readiness, which permitted them to cast 
themselves fully into the joy of the welcome to the 
bridegroom ; the foolish, to terrified perplexity as 
they saw the light in their lamps growing fainter and 
fainter, till at last it was but a charred ring of smoking 
wick, and then blackness. Alas for those who are 
only wakened to know that their lives of profession 
are vain, when the sound of the bridegroom's proces- 
sion wakes them! Some of us live all our days in the 
delusion that we are Christians, until Death’s skeleton 
fingers crash through the paper screen, and we see 
the truth. What.a pitiful picture of alarm and per- 
plexity the preposterous proposal of the foolish five 
gives! On no explanation of what the oil means can 
it be transferred from its possessors to others. ‘If 
thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself: but if 
thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it.’’ Spiritual 
gifts cannot be handed about in such a fashion. The 
five wise virgins are not unfeeling ; they simply state 
the facts that what they have must continue theirs, 
and that the only way of getting oil is to buy it for 
one’s self. Whether there was still time to buy was 
another question, which it was not for them to answer. 
We know who has said, ‘‘I counsel thee to buy of 
me,’’ and that the price to be paid is the surrender 
of self. 

Midnight is no time to be running to a store, and 
desperate hurry would wing the foolish feet, as the 
music of the procession came ever nearer and louder. 
The scramble and haste were vain. ‘‘ They that 
were ready went in.’’ That is the great lesson to 
be laid to heart. We must be prepared for Christ's 
coming ; we are prepared, if we have at the right time 
made our own whatever is necessary to keep our 
lamps burning. If we have not done so before the 
midnight cry comes, the risk that we shall not be able 
to do so then is a terrible one to run. For us, death 
takes the place of the bridegroom's return, and we 
have to lay to heart that the last hours of life, with 
the agitation often attending them as they swiftly 
diminish, is no time in which to begin preparing for 
what is so near at hand. We must be ready at an 
earlier period, or we run a fearful risk of being un- 
ready at last. Sad and stern is the fast glimpse of 
the hapless five. They come back to find a closed 
door. Time was when the promise was theirs : 
‘« Knock, and it shall be opened,’’ but now! Vainly 
do they beat on the unyielding panels, vainly do they 
wail their petition. The answer comes through the 
shut door, ‘‘I know you not.’ No hint of its ever 
being opened is given. Let us take the solemn lesson 
to heart, that there are professing Christians who have 
no real preparedness for the Lord's coming, and who 
will have no place in the throng, 

‘* When the bridegroom with his feastful friends 
Passes to bliss at the mid-hour of night.’’ 
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Teaching Points 
By Bishop H, W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


E HAVE here our Lord's statement of what 

the kingdom of heaven is like. Ten set out 

to enter, dressed alike, suitably, with burning lamps. 

They waited, dozed together till midnight. Then all 

arose, all trimmed their lamps, with a common ex- 

pectation of entering. The prudent, foreseeing, fore- 

handed, went in, The unready, earnestly desiring, 

and still preparing, found the door shut, and finally 
shut. 

1. There is a common assurance in every five of 
the human race that there is an eternal state typified 
by a marriage feast, that there is opportunity for all to 
enter, that it requires a certain preparation, and that 
the time of entering is determined by the bridegroom. 
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2. The preparation should be entirely’ complete. 
The outer wedding garment must not be omitted, un- 
der fearful penalty (Matt. 22:12). The inner oil 
that makes shining possible must be had, or exclusion 
is certain. Destitution is culpable, since time for 
preparation is afforded in every day before the mid- 
night call. Those intending to enter must not spend 
all the time in thinking of dresses and other trifles, 
when the ability to shine is the main thing. 

3. Ample oil is offered. Zechariah 4: 12 shows all 
nature as trees engaged to empty of themselves oil 
into the lamps. Without figure, the Holy Ghost 
helps all our infirmities with all needed grace. 

4. It must be distinctly taught that the Lord of the 
kingdom of heaven definitely teaches exclusion there- 
from. The door is shut. Request to open it is re- 
fused. The man not having on the wedding garment 
is cast out. The children of the kingdom of Israel 
are cast into outer darkness. The tares are burned. 
The angels sever the wicked from the just. The goats 
are sent away. We must teach the Lord's teaching. 
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Some men will not know when Christ comes, so en- 
grossed are they in chronological calculations as to his 
coming. 
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The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


OOK no oil with them (v. 3). 1 have done the 
same thing myself on my bicycle, and always 
found that the oil gave out in the darkest place. 
There are some provisions for the journey of life which 
we do not need to secure beforehand, but which may 
be safely foraged for on the way. Our Lord himself 
acknowledged this, for he said to his disciples, when 
he sent them forth, ‘‘ Take neither staff nor scrip." 
Money and clothes and food are the least of life's 
necessities, and the most easily procured by resolute 
spirits. I have myself lived for two years without a 
salary, and fared comfortably on collections taken in 
old felt hats. But there are some kinds of oil which 
we must take in our lamps. If you start upon a jour- 
ney without brains in your head, without love in your 
heart, without a conscience in your bosom, without a 
chart or compass for your ship,—you will be sure to 
land upon some desert island in the darkness of the 
night. 

They all slumbered and slept (v. 5). 
was not in the sleeping. The wise ones slept as well 
as the foolish. Rest we must have. The bow must 
be unbent at times ; the cannon must be allowed to 
cool after firing, the man to sleep after his working. 
The question is whether we are prepared to be aroused 
suddenly from our slumbers. When startled from 
your repose, will you be ready for life's trials and 
dangers? The only way to be ready for morning is to 
lie down prepared at night. 
but not an originator. 


The wrong 


Sleep is a restorative, 
No man ever got up in the 
morning with any better principles than he went to 
bed at night. If he was lazy and sensual and dis- 
honest when he went to sleep, he will be the same 
when he wakens up. 
little man. 


So conquer your sleepy fit, my 
Keep those eyes open a little longer, 
Say your prayer thoughtfully, summon up your reso- 
lution, be strong, be brave, be pure, before you fall 
asleep. 

Give us of your oil (v.8). Ofcourse! This is the 
method by which the lazy, indolent, and shiftless 
always expect to recoup their fortunes. I am the last 
man to deny the right, the privilege, or even the duty, 
of the man in misfortune to appeal to his friends. | 
think that one of the meanest of all meannesses is 
being unwilling to give a friend a chance of helping 
you in your troubles. You would love to help him,— 
would you not? Well, you are no better man than 
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he. If you have done your best, if you have fought 
a good fight, if trouble has come upon you for which 
you are not to blame, give him a chance to help you. 
But if you have scorned your opportunities, squan- 
dered your fortunes, shirked your responsibilities, and 
played the sneak, then I for one must think that de- 
liberately to sponge upon your friends is the lowest 
and the meanest of all things. To see a lazy, shift- 
less fellow riding the necks of his parents or brothers 
or sisters, is a sight that always makes my blood boil. 
To him I feel like saying, ‘* Go and bore for your own 
oil, try out your own tallow for your candles."" The 
virgins were not selfish and mean when they said, 
**Go and buy for yourselves." Such people are 
parasites, and will live on others as long as they are 
permitted to do so. Society owes it to itself to force 
them to labor. I believe that a system of public 
treadmills for vagabonds would be a good thing. 

And while they went away, ... the bridegroom 
came (v. 10). Of course! It is always at the inop- 
portune moment (for the lazy man) that the bride- 
groom comes. It is not so with the people who keep 
their lamps trimmed and burning. Their opportuni- 
ties wait upon their convenience. They are never 
taken unprepared. But the foolish woman or the 
foolish man whose lamp is left unfilled is never ready. 
The fish bites when he was looking at a woodpecker 
on a tree. The deer crosses his path just as he is 
loading his gun. Nothing seems so inexplicable to 
him as the malicious craft with which the opportuni- 
ties of life steal upon him at the wrong time. It is 
not the fault of the bridegroom that he comes at such 
an inconvenient moment. The opportunity is always 
favorable. It is the man who is to blame. 

The door was shut. Do not be surprised at this. 
The doors of life do shut, and shut with a spring lock. 
This is serious business. 
tunities will come. 


It is true that other oppor- 
If you have lost one chance, you 
will have another, but they are not the same chances, 
and they diminish as the years pass on. Nothing 
can be more terrible in life than this fact,—the doors 
do shut. 
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The sin was not in sleeping, but in slighting. 
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The Lesson Conversation 
By Amos R. Wells 


ID you ever go to a wedding ? How was it dif- 

ferent from an Eastern wedding? (The attire, 

singers, processions, place of the ceremony, torches, 
waiting guests.) 

What led up to the parable of the ten virgins? 
(Christ's account of the end of the world, with its 
closing exhortation, ‘‘ Watch!’’) Let us see what 
Christ meant by the story. The bridegroom is ? 
(Himself.) The lamp is—— ? (Our deeds, words, outer 
life.) The oil is ? (Christ's Spirit within, the eter- 











nal life.) The wise virgins are ? (All that are 
ready for Christ's coming.) The foolish virgins 
are ? 





How does Christ, the bridegroom, come to test us ? 
(In trouble, in opportunity, in joy, in death.) How 
can we be ready ? (Fill our minds—the lamps—with 
Bible Keep them trimmed and burning in 
Christlike deeds.) What will empty our lamps, and 


truths. 


keep them empty ? 

A difficulty : Why did not the wise virgins give oil 
to the foolish ? (Not enough for both.) What im- 
possibility in the spiritual life does this typify? (No 
man can be good for another man.) 

Another difficulty : Why wasn’t the door kept open 
till the foolish virgins could return? (They would be 
as careless next time. Character at length becomes 
fixed, either in evil or in good.) 


T've lesson, in one word ? (Watch!) Why do you 
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believe in the second coming of Christ? When may 
he come? Are you watching for him? Are you 
ready, if he should come this hour? Will you not 
get ready ? 

‘ate 


Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


IVE the title of the lesson for to-day. Give the 
Golden Text. Now I see some persons fast 
asleep by the roadside. Who are they? How many 
of them are there? What are those things that I see 
by their sides? Lamps. What are these persons 
doing? How long did they have to wait? What was 
it that awakened them? Then what. did they do at 
once? How many of them found that they were all 
ready ? 
foolish ones try to do? Then what did they do? 
What happened while they were trying to buy oil? 
When they came to the house, did they try to get in? 
What was the result of their knocking at the door? 
Now give again the Golden Text of the lesson. 

Mr. , what does the marriage supper of this les- 
son represent? (Then ask of the school :) Who is 
represented by ine bridegroom ? Whom do the ten 
virgins stand for? What is meant by the door being 
shut? What do we learn from this story ? 

Now let the superintendent put on the board the 
words a door shuts. Ask what our doors are for. 
They areto shut. Yes, but they do two things ; they 
shut in and they shut out. Put down the words im 
and out. Call out the fact that we shut in all that is 
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. Revelation 1 : 18. 


How many were not? What did the five 
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pleasant to us, and shut out all that harms. Why do 
banks have safes with such tremendous doors? So as 
to shut in the money, and shut out the burglars. Yes, 
we do all that we possibly can to keep our precious 
things safe. Just so the doors of the kingdom of 
heaven shut in all that is holy and pure, and shut out 
all that is impure and that defiles. All who love 
purity and holiness are safe within, and all that 
would defile heaven is forever shut out. And whom 
does our parable represent as the one who keeps the 
door? Jesus. Yes; let us read what is said in 
So we will wipe out the words 
‘¢a door,’’ and put in their place ‘*Jesus.'" Which 


- will it be ‘for me when I come ‘to’ die ? 





A DOOR SHUTS 
IN | OUT 
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Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


(References in parentheses are to *‘ Bible Songs '') 


* The light of the world is Jesus.” Psalm 45 : 13-17. 
(61 : 2-6. 


RE a calls us o'er the tumult.” 6.) 

“We'll work till Jesus comes."’ Psalm 96 : 8-13. 

** Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine." (132 : 6-10.) 

“When Jesus comes to reward “his ser- Psal , 
vants.”” m 106 : 1-5. 

** Down life's dark vale we wande:. till (153 : 1-3.) 
Jesus comes."’ Psalm 119 : 57-64. 

‘Are you ready for the coming of the (174 : 43-48.) 

’ ord ?”’ Psalm 17 : 1-7. 

** At the Lamb's high feast we sing.’ (18 : 1-4.) 
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GRADED HELPS 








For the Primary Teacher 
PREPARED BY 


George H. Archibald, Montreal, Canada 
IN CONSULTATION WITH 
Bertha F. Vella, Massachusetts Alice Jacoos, Illinois 
Annie &. Haricw, Pennsylvania Minnie Allen, Alabama 
Mrs G. H. Archipa!¢, Canada Lucy G. Stock, Mass. 
Clementine S. Lucas, New Brunswick, Canada 








i. Topic for the Quarter: Jesus: His Friends and 
Enemies. 

al, Lesson Truth: Opportunities are Fleeting. 

ill, Golden Text: Watch therefore ; for ye know neither 
the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh,— Matt. 25 : 13. 

IV. Results Sought: 

1. Watchfulness for opportunities of doing 
good. 

2. Readiness to improve any opportunity. 

V. Starting-Points : 

1. Ready for breakfast, school, etc. 

2. Story of ‘* Does-Half Willie’’ (see Les- 
son 5, last quarter). 

3 Story of a boy who missec something 
because he played too long. 

4. A wedding. 


VI. Suggested Steps in the Teaching Process 


[Under 1V, V, and VIII, various ways of treating the lesson are le- 
dicated. From these, teachers are expected to select such as are best 
adapted to themselves and their classes. Under V1; VII, and 1X is 
iustrated one of the many ways of presenting the lesson These 
motes are designed to suggest an outline indicating the principal 
steps, but not always elaborating the details.] 

i. PREPARATION FOR THE LESSON STorRY. 
One Saturday, Harry's mother promised to take him 
with her to the hospital, to carry flowers to the sick 


children. Harry wanted to go very much, for, be- 





sides the pleasure of carrying the flowers and making 
the sick children happy, there was that long ride in 
the trolley-car that Harry liked so much. 

They were to start at two o'clock. Harry thought 
that in the meantime he would go and have a game 
of marbles with some of the boys. As he was going, 
his mother said : ‘‘ Kemember, Harry, we must leave 
the house at exactly tw o'clock. If you are not 
here, 1 shall have to go without you.’" Harry was 
careless sometimes, and, becoming interested in his 
game, forgot how quickly the time was going, and, 
when ne got back to the house, he fourd ¢'.2: his 
mother had been obuged to go without him. Poor, 
foolish Harry, ic lose that lovely trip to the hospital, 
just because of his carelessness! He missed his op- 
portunity, —didn't he? 

2. THe Lesson Story. 

Our Bible story to-day is about a wedding at which 
there were to be ten bridesmaids. In those days each 
bridesmaid had to take with her a lamp, which was to be 
lighted and burning when the company went to meet 
the bridegroom. Now five of these bridesmaids were 
careful and thoughtful, but the other five were care- 
less, and forgot to put oil in their lamps before they 
started for the wedding. When the bridesmaids 
heard the cry, ‘‘ Behold, the bridegroom cometh ; go 
ye out to meet him,’’ they all lighted their lamps. 
But the five foolish bridesmaids found that their lamps 
would not burn. Why? Then they asked the others 
to give them some of their oil, but the wise ones an- 
swered them: ‘‘Not so. We cannot do that, for, if 
we divide with you, none of our lamps will have oil 
enough, and the bridegroom would have no lights for 
the wedding. But go ye rather to them that sell, and 
buy for yourselves.’" While they were away, buying 
the oil which they should have provided betorehand, 


- Samaritan improved. 
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the bridegroom came, and all who were ready went 
in to the marriage. When the foolish bridesmaids re- 
turned, they found that the door was shut, and they 
could not getin. Like Harry, they had missed their 
opportunity because of their carelessness. 

3. THe TruTH EMPHASIZED, 

Do you remember the story we had awhile ago 
about two men who missed a chance of doing good ? 

Here review the lesson of the Good Samaritan, 
showing how the priest and the Levite missed an op- 
portunity of doing a kind action, which the good 

Let me tell you how one boy almost missed an 
opportunity. 

One day, not long ago, a dirty-faced, ragged boy 
came to the door of Phil's house, and asked, ‘‘ Have 
you ‘any work that you want done ?'’ 

Phil-was standing on the steps, and was in a bad 
humor. ‘‘No,'’ he snapped out, as cross as he 
could be. 

The dirty-faced boy stood still a moment, almost 
afraid to say another word, but finally he timidly 
asked, ‘‘Say, will you give me a drink of water ?"’ 

‘No, I won't,’’ said cross Phil, with an angry 
frown. 

The boy turned away, saying to himself, ‘‘ What a 
disagreeable boy, not to give a fellow even a drink of 
water !"’ 

Phil's conscience within began to speak to him: 
‘«Such a little thing, and so easy to do! That poor 
little chap gets little enough. What a chance to doa 
bit of good !°’ 

He hesitated a minute. - The ragged boy was nearly 
out of sight. Phil's opportunity of doing a kind ac- 
tion was almost gone, when all at once he called out : 
‘‘Halloa there! Come back! I'll give you a drink 
of water. I didn't mean to be unkind."’ 

After he had given him a drink, he gave him some 
of the candies that his Uncle Walter had sent him, 
and I am not sure which was happier,—the ragged 
boy or Phil But he nearly lost his opportunity, — 
didn't he?*’ 


Vil. Summary of Lesson Steps 


The Trutr 
tmphasized. 


The Lesson ! - 
Story. Ten Virgins. 
Preparation 


for Lesson | Story of a Lost Opportunity. 
Story. ' 


Opportunities 
are Fleeting 





Vill. Pictures for the Children 
Parable of the Virgins, by Bida. 
(For information as to where this picture may be 


obtained, see leafiet, which will be turnisnea tree by 
the Editor.) 


1X. Blackboard Illustration 


WATCH 
FOR 
OPPORTUNITIES 














A lamp ts a poor thing without an oil-can. 
<— 


For the Intermediate Teacher 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


VEN young children should be taught why the 

story of the ten virgins was told, and why, at 

that time, it was so impressive to those who heard it. 

Therefore we must include within the lesson Matthew 
24 and parallel passages. 

First, let the Golden Text be repeated, and watch- 
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fulness, which is the subject of Christ's discourse, be 
explained. Then present, either by your own words 
or through the words of your pupils asked before- 
hand to prepare their instalments : 

1. The Scene and Sermon. Picture the pathetic 
farewell of Jesus to the temple and the nation (Matt. 23 : 
37-39) ; Jesus departing from the temple ; the disci- 
ples admiring its splendor ; his prophecy of its com- 
plete destruction (Mark 13:1, 2): Tell of the group 
around Jesus sitting on the western slope of the hill 
opposite to the temple that late Tuesday afternoon, 
and of the question of the four disciples. Read it 
with the marginal translation, ‘‘ What shall be the 
sign of thy presence, and of the consummation of the 
age ?'’ Give a brief summary of Christ's answer, as 


you think it was understood by the disciples, leaving 


out all that has since been read into it about the de- 
struction of the universe, and the visible return of 
Jesus coming on clouds in the sky. Mention the 
main features of his prophecy of the disturbances of 
the years just before the disciples, of the consummation 
of the age in the destruction of ‘the temple and the 
city, and the scattering of the nation. Interpret the 
Oriental imagery into our Western thought, and show 
how all these prophecies were fulfilled as Jesus said 
they would be, while some of those who heard him 
were still living (v. 34), but that he did not know the 
exact time of the catastrophe (v. 36), though he knew 
it would be unexpected and sudden (v. 44), and that 
therefore he taught them to be always watching and 
prepared for it (vs. 46, 47). 

2. The Story. Describe as picturesquely as you 
can the Oriental wedding ; the bridegroom going with 
the groomsmen to the bride's home to get her ; the 
return with her and her companions, adorned and be- 
jeweled, toward his own home ; the waiting virgins by 
the way, sleeping because the party was late ; the sudden 
cry, the waking, and trimming of the torches ; the dis- 
covery of some of them that the oil had almost burned 
out ; the request which the thoughtless girls made to the 
prudent ones ; their reply ; the moving on of the pro- 
cession while the foolish girls went away to buy oil ; 
the arrival at the home ; the shutting of the door ; 
the coming in the darkness of the virgins who had 
been left ; their plea before the closed door, behind 
which they heard the merriment of the feast, and the 
final disheartening answer. 

Make tlie picture clear, vivid, complete. Use freely 
your dramatic imagination, instructed by some good 
account of Oriental life'and customs. Translate the 
story into modern language. Don't stop, in the pro- 
cess, to ask what we can learn from any part of it, or 
to enforce any moral. Wait for that till the story is 
told. 

3. The Meaning of the Story. Limit this to 
Christ's own application. Impress the lesson that in 
every waking hour we must be alert to avoid tempta- 
tion, and to do our Master's will ; that we are always 
coming to crises of peril and opportunity which we 
cannot meet unless we are prepared ; that, if we keep 
ourselves in readiness, obedient to him, we shall 
surely escape every danger, and succeed in life, pass- 
ing serenely into heaven at last ; but that, if we are 
thoughtless and careless about his presence and coun- 
sels, we shall fail, and finally be shut out of heaven. 


Suggestive Questions 


[Give out the questions a week in advance, and encourage the chil- 
dren to ask their parents to help them prepare answers.] 


1. Why the Story was Told. What questions 
did the disciples ask Jesus? (Matt. 24:3.) What 
signs did he mention? What did the disciples mean 
by ‘‘the end of the world’’? When did Jesus say 
this would come to pass? (vs. 34, 36.) Why did he 
warn the disciples to watch? (v. 42.) What would 
be the fate of those who did not watch ? 

2. What the Story Means. Give the Golden Text. 
To what did Jesus compare the kingdom of God? 
How did the wise virgins prepare for the bridegroom’ s 
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coming? How did the foolish prepare for it? Why 
could not the wise divide their oil with the foolish ? 
What are the signs of Christ's coming to us? How 
ought we to prepare for his coming? How can we 
watch as Christ commanded ? Under what conditions 
may we serenely anticipate every possible crisis ? 


Suggestive Topics 

Expected crises come unexpectedly. 

The wise cannot at crises furnish wisdom to the 
foolish. They would be foolish if they tried to do so. 

Even of the twelve apostles Judas was foolish. 
Peter came near being foolish (Luke 22 : 32). The 
three nearest friends of Christ failed to watch in a 
great crisis two days after he told them this parable 
(Matt. 26: 40). Yet he continued to counsel them, — 
‘‘ Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.’’ 


% 


Some Christians only get light enough to go to 
sleep by. 
‘=O 


The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


Jesus’ Outlook into the Future 


I. THE GENERAL PREPARATION (Matt. 24:1 to 25 : 
13; Mark 13: 1-37; Luke 21 : 5-36). 
[For each member of the Bible Class.] 

The portion chosen for the current Sunday-school 
topic, the parable of the ten virgins, while interesting 
and valuable in itself, needs to be prefaced by a con- 
sideration of the wonderful, and in many respects 
mysterious, discourse which our Lord uttered in the 
presence of his intimate disciples. 

They had called his attention to the superb group 
of stately buildings which crowned the temple mount, 
which probably represented to them the acme of hu- 
man achievement, earthly splendor, and religious 
significance. He merely said in reply that these were 
already marked for destruction. Naturally their minds 
dwelt upon his words, predicting a virtual revolution, 
for nothing short of that would overthrow the existing 
order and the magnificent fruitage of its power and 
wealth. They came to him privately, and asked to 
know the hour of this revolution and its signs. Ac- 
cording to the first Gospel (Matt. 24 : 3), they coupled 
with it the advent of the Son of man and the end of 
the age. Since the second coming and the end of the 
age are ideas of the apostolic period, according to the 
testimony of the rest of the New Testament, they 
were, perhaps, included by the evangelist for the sake 
of clearness, and not as an actual part of the conver- 
sation. From our standpoint the three questions are 
pertinent to the occasion. 

Jesus first calls attention (Matt. 24 : 4-14) to the signs 
by which they should know the approach of the great 
disturbance. False Messiahs, wars, famines, perse- 
cutions, would in succession appear. At last (vs. 
15-22), with the appearance of an overwhelming 
horror, —interpreted by Luke 21 : 20 to be the Roman 
armies of invasion,—the end would be at hand. 
Then (vs. 23-28) many deliverers would offer them- 
selves, or be pointed out, yet they were all to pay no 
heed, but flee. 

Verses 29-31 of Matthew speak in apocalyptic lan- 
guage of the coming of the Son of man, and as if it was 
to follow at once. Luke (Luke 21 : 24-28) gives an im- 
pression of delay. The details of these verses are 
not so much predictive as impressive. They sur- 
round the advent with the customary signs of God's 
earthly manifestation. 

Many parables or virtual parables illustrate and 
enforce the commands of Jesus to the disciples re- 
garding their relation to this future,—that of the fig- 
tree, which accurately predicts the summer and its 
harvest by the putting forth of leaves ; of the days of 
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Noah, when those who heeded not the warning were 
taken by surprise ; of the servants whose duty it is to 
keep a sleepless guard over their master’s interests ; 
of the steward (Matt. 24 : 45-51), who faithfully cares 
for the household left in his charge or betrays his 
disloyal heart by neglecting and abusing his subordi- 
nates ; and of the wise and foolish virgins who failed, 
not in professions vt loyalty nor in wiiiingness to do 
their duty, but in quiet, steady, strict attention to 
duty as it came along. 

The last illustration is the selection for the lesson, 
but the entire series goes well with it. 
Il, REFERENCE LITERATURE. 


[The use of the books mentioned here is not a necessary part of 
this course, but is merely supplemental. A leaflet giving informa- 
tion as to these and other books of reference will be sent free, upon 
request, by the Editor of The Sunday School Times.] 

Adequate commentaries on this remarkable section 
of Matthew's Gospel are few. Bruce's notes in the 
Expositor s Greek Testament (I, 288-306) are admira- 
ble. His Chapter 20 in ‘‘ Training of the Twelve'’ 
touches briefly but suggestively the whole discourse. 
Rhees, ‘‘ Life of Jesus’* (178), and Gilbert, ‘‘Stu- 
dents’ Life,’’ (252-254), have excellent remarks. The 
older Lives of Christ are out of date except for gene- 
ral interpretation. Fairbairn’s remarks in chapter 13 
of ‘‘ Studies’’ are worth perusal. 

III. QUESTIONS FOR STUDY AND DISCUSSION. 
[To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for careful consideration. 


to members of the class. The references in the brackets are to other 
lesson helps in this issue of The Sunday School Times.] 

1. The Significance of the Temple. (1.) Deter- 
mine what the temple in all its splendor must have 
meant for a devout Jew,—religiously, nationally. (2.) 
Why would a prediction of the complete destruction 
of the temple imply an equally complete disruption of 
the nation ? 

2. The Signs of the Catastrophe. (3.) What were 
the signs of the coming disaster as outlined in Matthew 
24: 4-15? [Dunning: 1.] (4.) How would the Ko- 
man armies (Luke 21 : 20) be a sort of crowning indi- 
cation of the end? 

3. What Disciples Must Expect. (5.) Note the 
experiences, opportunities, and warnings in store for 
his followers, as suggested by Jesus. 

4. The Coming of the Son of Man. (6.) Note the 
indications of his coming (Matt. 24 : 23-31). (7.) Are 
they satisfied by the supposition that Jesus referred to 
the destruction of Jerusalem as the catastrophe, and 
to his progressive and rapidly enlarging influence in 
human life as the coming? (8.) What did our Lord 
actually declare about his coming ? 

5. The Parables. (9.) What kind of service do 
they set forth as needful for all true servants of Christ? 
[Warren : 4. McLaren: 9 4. Goss: v.5.] (10.) How 
did Jesus express the attitude which the latter are bound 
to maintain ? 
1V. Some LEADING THOUGHTS. 

[For genera! discussion under the direction of the Jeader.] 

The end of the established world is related to us 
about as the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple 
was related to the Jews of our Lord’s day. 
absolute terminus of current effort. 

Our Lord's manifestations are such as can be known 
to those who are on the watch. 


* 
Probably the empty lamps were of orthodox pattern. 


It was an 


oral 


A Wedding in the East To-day 
H. Clay Trumbull,.in ‘‘ Studies in Oriental Social Life’’ 


HE old governor's son, who lived in Egypt, had 

come down from his Delta home to take back 

with him a bride to whom he had long been be- 

trothed, from one of the families living within the 
fortress walls... . 

It was on Sunday afternoon that the bridal proces- 

sion set out from the fortress gates. . . . First there 
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came a company of Egyptian soldiers of the governor’ s 
guard, with their noisy music of metal-framed drums 
and ear-piercing clarionets. Then followed a number 
of women, two by two, all of them shrouded with the 
sheet-like mantles, and the face-veils that leave only 
the eyes and forehead exposed, which are the street 
dress of Egyptian women of the better class, the married 
women wearing black and the maidens white. . . 

After this advance escort came the bride herself. 
She was veiled, but not, like the other women, with a 
veil that left her eyes exposed. A red cashmere 
shawl or mantle covered her from head to foot. It 
was thrown on above the bridal crown that surmounted 
her head, and descended to the ground. . . . Outside 
of the shawl, where it covered the bridal crown, there 
sparkled a jeweled band or circlet, and above all was 
a shield-shaped plate or cap of gold,—for there must 
be jewels in sight on a veiled bride, as well as chose 
which are covered up... . 

Of course, the closely enveloped brite could not 
see to walk ; therefore she was supported on either 
hand by a woman friend, shrouded and veiled after 
the common fashion. ... At every few rods of the 
march the procession would halt, and the soldiers in 
the lead would form in two lines over against each 
other, facing inward, at, say, five to seven yards 
apart. Then one of the soldiers would execute a 
dance up and down between these opened lines, and 
beyond them, brandishing a sword meanwhile, or 
discharging a musket into the air or into the ground, 
to add to the impressiveness of his movements. . . 

It was a little before sundown that the bridal pro- 
cession re-entered the fortress gates. We could not 
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follow it thither ; but, according to Oriental custom, 
the bridegroom would receive his bride at such a 
time, heavily enwrapped as she was, as she reached 
the threshold of his house, and lift her over it, and 
then escort her to the door of the women’s apart- 
ments, to his mother’s quarters, there to leave her 
while he returned for a time to his friends. The fes- 
tivities would still continue in separate rooms, ‘‘ the 
voice of the bride’’ being thus distinguished from 
‘*the voice of the bridegroom’ as separate rejoicings. 

We were told that another procession, accompany- 
ing the bridegroom on his way to receive his bride, 
would move out later in the evenjng, and we were on 
the watch for that for several hours. But as, again 
and again, we looked toward the castle, we saw no 
sign of movement there. Sounds of rejoicing were 
heard from within, but the entrance way was seem- 
ingly closed for the night, and after a while we con- 
cluded that, as the bridegroom was already in the 
castle with his bride, he would know enough to stay 
there, so we went quietly to bed in our tents. But 
at mnidnight there was a cry made, ‘‘ Behold the bride- 
groom cometh ; go ye out to meet him!'’ ‘That was 
literally the substance of our dragoman’s call to us, 
and we sprang up to see the sight, even though we 
had no lamps to fill and carry. Hurrying from our 
tents, we saw the procession with its flaming torches 
filing out from the castle gates. .. . 

The music and dancing of the bridegroom's party 
were kept up until the bridegroom reached the castle. 
Then ‘‘they that were ready went in with him to the 
marriage feast : and the door was shut,’’ leaving us 
in ‘‘the outer darkness ’’ of the desert night. 
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ilcninleis New 


HREE volumes have recently made their appear- 
ance which make a general survey of the progress 
and methods of mission work. The Rev. Dr. Lemuel C. 
Barnes has written for the Christian Culture Course 
of the Baptists an admirable volume, entitled Two 
Thousand Years of Missions before Carey ($1.50 
net). The author begins with the preparation of the 
world for mission work anterior to the time of Jesus, 
and carries the survey, step by step, down through 
twenty centuries, grouping the material geographi- 
cally into missions in Asia, Africa, Europe, Arctic 
Regions, and America. The style of the book is 
terse and vigorous, holding the reader's interest well. 
An occasional illustration is serviceably used. The 
closing chapter is quite unique, tracing the line of 
continuous development in the growth of missions 
from the earliest days to the present. A capital 
bibliography concludes an unusually useful and inter- 
esting volume. 
Dr. Pierson’s Latest Book 
Dr. Arthur T. Pierson’s latest book, Forward Move- 
ments of the Last Half-Century ($1.50), is an inge- 
nious presentation of the noteworthy ethical, religious, 
and reform movements of the past fifty years, with 
the view of determining the really fundamental prin- 
ciples of successful Christian effort. His conclusion 
is that a new emphasis is being laid upon ‘ personal 
and practical holiness, both in the individual and in 
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Books on Missions 


the collective church life.*’ 
a supreme factor of success. 


Real godliness of life is 

‘« Living, praying, giv- 
ing, and going will always be found together, and a 
low standard in one means a general debility in the 
whole spiritual being."’. The range of the volume is 
wide. It contains capital descriptions of the Keswick 
movement, of faith-work, of mission methods, and of 
‘* Divine Healing.'" It seems a pity that so sane 
and stirring a book should close with a chapter on 
the ‘* Lost Things,’’ which falls far short of the stan- 
dard set by the rest of the book. 
A Broad-Minded Study of Missions 

A volume quite as earnest in spirit, but notable by 
reason of its calm, dispassionate, broad-minded argu- 
ment, is Professor William N. Clarke's A Study of 
Christian Missions ($1.25). By it he has laid the 
Christian public under obligation a second time. It 
is almost as useful as hfs Outline of Christian Theol- 
ogy, which ought to have a place in every library. 
He discusses the missionary character of Christianity, 
the motives of missions, their object and field, and 
other timely themes, such as the present needs of a 
far-reaching missionary activity, the outlook in the near 
and the remote future, and the duty of those at home. 
Dr. Clarke treats of these topics in an unpolemical 
but vigorous fashion. To the thoughtful student of 
mission problems his discussion will be most stimu- 
lating. He insists that the theology of to-day can 
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present a motive for missions which will elicit enthu- 
siastic consecration, a plentiful supply of candidates, 
and an ample support 
Griffis’s Story of a Brilliant Japanese 

Missionary biography is well represented by William 
Elliot Griffis’s Verbeck cf Japan ($1.50), the story ot 
one who had a leading part in the making of that 
new nation. For nearly forty years he gave Lis best 
powers of mind and body to Japan, being about thirty 
before he went out. His career is distinguished by 
the success with which he gained the respect and 
confidence of the people of Japan, from the Mikado 
to the general public. Some of his best work was 
done as an educator and translator, yet he was wholly 


devoted to the work of winning men to the treth. — 


Such men. as Verbeck make the annals of mission 
enterprise brilliant. 
Wrongs of Indizn Womanhood 

A powerful plea for the women of India is made by 
Mrs. Marcus B. Fuller in Wrongs of Indian Woman- 
hood ($1.25) It sets forth delicately, but in vigorous 
language, the burdens which they have to endure, and 
the hopeiessness of their lot if Christendom does not 
insist upon greater justice being meted out to them. 
The tyranny and brutality of custom we of the Occi- 
dent can scarcely conceive. Mrs. Fuller's discussion 
is far more complete than any that has preceded it. 
An introduction by Ramabai adds to its effectiveness 
A Real Contribution on Arabia 

In Arabia, the Cradle of Islam ($2), by the Rev 
S. M. Zwemer, the subtitle conveys a correct impres 
sion of its character. It consists of ‘‘ studies in th: 
geography, peopie, and politics of the Arabian penin 
sula, with an account of Islam and the mission work’ 
now under way. It is of more value as a work c 
reference than as a narrative of missionary activity, bu 
is of conspicuous merit in both directions. The ingr« 
duction is by Dr. James S. Dennis. Mr. Zwemer hz 
a wide acquaintance with the literature of his Subject 
as well as of that side of life which is only reveale: 
to the close observer. He gives us a portraiture o 
the country and the people, of its history and its con 
ditions, which it would be difficult to find elsewhern 
stated with as much compactness and sobriety. H« 
makes short work of that idealization of the Arab o1 
of Islam not uncommon in these days by stating the 
plain, unvarnished facts about the prophet, his creed 
and his life. 

The tone of the volume, notwithstanding these 
plain criticisms, is optimistic. The reader comes to 
realize that Arabia is not wholly a synonym for sand ; 
that the inefficiency and jealousy of the Turkish 
government is quite as potent a -hindrance to the 
progress of modern missions in Arabia as the oppo- 
sition of the religious leaders, who are dangerously 
fanatical mainly at Mecca or its vicinage. He also 
sees that Arabia has great resources, and, under a 
reasonable administration, a hopeful future. 

Where the writer confines himself to his real theme, 
he leaves little room for criticism. His statements 
regarding Islam are temperate and true, his survey of 
current conditions illuminating, his classification of a 
very varied amount of subject-matter clear and help- 
ful. His biblical identifications, such as the visit of 
Paul to Arabia (p. 300 ff.) or the country of the patri- 
arch Job, are less convincing. They are, however, 
quite incidental and unimportant. The volume as a 
whole is an important contribution to our knowledge 
of a field virtually unknown, and will at once become 
an indispensable part of a well-stocked missionary 
library. 


For Young People’s Socicties 

In a small pamphlet, intended primarily for use in 
young people's societies interested in the missionary 
question, the Rev. Dr. J. T. Gracey has summarized 
much historical material and many statistics relating 
toChina. China: Yesterday, To-day, and To-morrow 
is the motto of the book, which bears the title CAina 
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one year, may have, when practicable, a selected | 
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addition to the regular rate will be charged. 
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tisements are subject to approval as to character, 
wording, and display. Advertisers are free 
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"THE plague of lamps is 
the breaking of chim- 


neys; but that can be avoided. 
Get Macbeth’s “pearl top” 
or “ pearl glass.” 

The funnel-shaped tops are 
beaded or 
trade-mark. 


“ pearled "’ —a 
Cylinder tops 
are etched in the glass — 
“MACBETH PEARL GLASS” — 


another trade-mark. 


Our “Index” describes a// lamps and their 
proper chimneys. With it you can always order 
the right size and shape of chimney for any lamp. 
We mail it FREE to any one who writes for it. 


Address 


Macsetn, Pittsburgh, Pa. 








Rev. F. B. MEYER’S 


Devotional Studies in the 
Sunday-School Lesson 


constitutes one of the departments in the 


Record of Christian Work 
During 1901 
Other departments for S. S. teachers 
are “‘ Heart of the Lesson,” by the Rev 


C. 1, Scofield, and *‘ Golden Text Homi- 


lies,”” by R. A. Torrey. 
Send ten cents for current issue to 


Record of Christian Work 
East Northfield, Mass. 











=@ Nelsons’ | 
Teacher’s 
Bibles 








contain New Helps, 350 H- | 
lustrations, New ncord- 
ance, New Maps. 

The Helps are just what Sunday-school teachers 
‘want. Miustrations are from recent photo- 
graphs. The Concordance is the most comeivte yet | 

oduced. The Maps are specially engraved from the 
atest surveys, and have thorough index. 

The Sqadey School Times Saye ** The Nelsén 
Teacher's Bible is of high grade.’’ ‘* The work 
is excellent.’’ All styles and prices. For sale by all 
pe or send for catalog. pi, MAS NELSON 





SONS, publishers, 37 East 1 t, New York. 


WEXT TO THE BIBLE ie tne ves: 
POCKET 8, 8. LESSON 00 ¥ 





in mp 
8 
MMENTAR 
for 1901. by D. ¥. Tompkins, D. D. 
Scripture Text, View Points, Daily Read’gs. an- 
alysis Outline, Comments, and many other Helps 
in Study or Teaching the Internation’) Lessons. 
1% pp. Indispensable to the Bucy Teacher or Pupil. 
Ker Morocco 25c. Interleaved for Notes, 60c. 
FRED E. EWELL. Pub. 126 Market 8t.. Chicago 





‘THE DEMAND FOR © 
tHe BIBLE arone 


EXCEEDS THAT FOR GOSPEL HYMNS 
THEIR SUCCESSOR 


Sacred Songs No. 2 


is one of the strongest and most desirable collections of 
this series, containing over 200 of the latest and best | 
songs now offered for Revival, Prayer, Young 
People's Meetings, and Sunday-schools. 
Same styles and prices as ‘* Sacred Songs No. 1, 
of which over 780,000 copies have already been sold. 
Price, $25 per 100. Sample copy, post free, 20 cents. | 


The Biglow & Main Co., New York and Chicago | 











POINTS ON PENCILS 
vary as much as do the pencils themselves, from 
very good to very bad. ou may not be able to 
put an artistic point on your pencil, but if you buy 


DIXON’S 
AMERICAN GRAPHITE 
PENCILS 


the point will last, and the pencil work smooth! 

and’ satisfactorily as oy | as the lead is exposed. 
Do not court annoyance by using the cheap pen- 
cils commonly sold, but imsist on Dixon's, and 
have the best. The GRADES NEVER VARY. 
Ask for them at your dealer's; if not obtainable 
mention The Sunday School Times, and send 16 
cents for samples worth double. 


JOSEPH DIXON CRUCIBLE CO., 
Jersey City, N. J. 











Contains |’ 


miss it? 


In the Next Issue 
of The Sunday 
School Times 


™ 


With Pick and Spade in 
Bible Lands 
By Prof. Dr. Herman V. Hilprecht 


The most famous living excavator and 
Assyriologist writes the second of his articles 
on the wonders of his recent ‘‘ diggings,’’ ex- 
clusively for the Times, 


“The Society for Decided 
Christianity”’ 
By Amos R. Wells 


A delightfully readable sketch of the 
twenty years’ remarkable history of Chris- 
tian Endeavor. Illustrated by a photograph 
of the famous Williston Church, where the 
society had 
Francis E, Clark. 


The President of the National 
Ww. C. T. U. 


writes on 
Possibilities of the Woman’s 
Temperance Society 


Asa valuable “side-light’? on the Sun- 


| day-school Temperance Lesson, Mrs. L. M. 
| N. Stevens tells how the women of any 


church may be a power for temperance, 


™ 


These are only three of the special features 
| in next week’s issue of The Sunday School 





| im Outline (20 cents). 


its birth, and a portrait of 


its material is derived from second-hand 
sources, though it makes ingenious use 
of maps and diagrams to impress some | 
of the best known facts relating to China. | 
| For one wholly uninformed, it may serve 
a useful purpose in arousing interest, and | 
stimulating further inquiry along profit- 
able lines. More complete presentations | 
covering all that Dr. Gracey gives, and | 
more besides, are so readily accessible | 
at. the present time as to materially re- 
strict the sphere of usefulness of his | 
pamphlet. 


Conquest of the Sioux 

A new edition of S. C. Gilmour's 7he 
Conquest of the Sioux ($1), which de- | 
scribes Christian work among the Dakota 
Indians, needs only the remark that the 
illustrations are admirable, and the text | 
only to be criticised for its brevity. It | 
contains a large amount of interesting | 
information. 


Three Valuable Publications 

In a pamphlet of twenty-three pages | 
the American Baptist Publication Society 
has printed Dr. Gifford’s masterly ser- 
mon before the Baptist National Societies 
at Detroit last May. It is entitled 
Christ s Missionary Methods (10 cents), 
which the eloquent speaker described 
as the teaching of truth and the sacrifice 
of life. 

One of the most valuable publications 
in the interests of mission work is the 
Missionary Review of the World ($2.50 
a year), which begins its fourteenth vol- 
ume with the first month of the new 
century. It leaves little to be desired in 
attractiveness, point of view, range of 
themes, and timeliness, and has become 
indispensable to the intelligent student 
of the mission enterprise. 
| Quite as important from another stand- 
point will be the forthcoming report, in 
two volumes, of the great Ecumenical 
Conference held last May in New York 
City. Advance sheets only are available 
at this date, but it will soon be published 
by the American Tract Society. The full 
report will be given specific notice after 
its appearance, but it is safe to predict 
| that it will be, if well indexed, one of 
the most valuable and stimulating pub- 
lications of the kind ever issued. 


al 


Lighter Moments: From the Note-Book of 
Bishop Walsham How. Edited by Fred- 
erick Douglas How. §1. 


Bishop How is best known in America 


For the most part, | 








| 











| Times. Can you or your friends afford to 


as the author of ‘‘O Jesus, thou art stand- 





Send for free copies of January 20. 


ing,’’ and some other good hymns. He 








was a very hard-working bishop of the 
|Church of England, and so noble in 


Texas, California, Mexico character that an outsider to his commu- 


Through sleeping-cars, dining-cars 
time. 
phia 6.05 P.M., daily, Pennsylvania Railroad. 


Excursion rates by the Norfolk and Western 
Ad- 


Railway, the New Orleans Short Line. 
dress 398 Broadway, New York. 


THE “CLEAN CUT” CAKE TIN 
prevents cakes from etieking and 

Is made of 
st quality tin with a fiat, thin kuife, 
riveted ia center and at 
rim. Simple and durable. Agents 
send 6 cts. postage for free sample. | 
rgest manufacturers of 

Pure Aluminum, Scotch Granite and Tin Ware 


—— a perfect cake. 


securely 





Weare the la 


in the world. Address pest. 6.0 
MOUSEHULL SOVELTY WORK 
or New York, N. Y.; Buffalo, N. Y.; 8t. Louis, Mo. ; 
Kansas City, Mo.; Denver, Col.; Seattle. Wash. 


S, 25 Randolph St. ,Chieago, Ill., 


nion pronounced him the nearest ap- 


Quick | proach to Christian perfection he had 
Leave New York 3.25 P.M., Philadel- 


known. Like many very good men, no- 
tably our own Phillips Brooks and Horace 
| Bushnell, he had an eye to the humorous 
and the laughable side of life. From 
his note-book his son has collected a 
number of good stories, which are a real 


addition to the literature of harmless and | 


wholesome fun. They are not all new, 
and, as is usual, a few are spoiled in 
retelling. But most of them are both 
| good and new, the best being those about 
children, English children are not just 
| like our quicker and keener American 





NEMS as Ebest ot to ween MO 


sort, but they have the same mixture of 
simplicity and ingenuity, and the same 
way of finding queer solutions of diffi- 








In ordering 





goods, or in making inguiry concern- 
ing anything advertised inthis paper, you will oblige 
the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 


culties. Thus one boy explained the 
hiding of Moses by suggesting that his 


saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. parents did not want him vaccinated. 


Books Received 
January 4 to January 11 


Alfred Tennyson. _ By Robert F. Horton. $2. 

Beyond the Marshes. By Ralph Connor. 25 
cents. 

Carmina Subseciva. By O. A. Hillis, D.D. 
50 cents. 


Churches and Chapels. By F. E. 
C.E., Ph.D., Architect. $3. 


Cultural Factors in the Chinese Crisis. By 
Paul S. Reinsch, Ph.D. Paper, 15 cents. 


Emma Marshall. By Beatrice Marshall. §2. 


Everlasting Harmony, The. By Rose Porter. 
I. 


For Eyes that Weep. By Samuel G. Smith. 
25 cents. 


For Hearts that Hope. 
McClure. 25 cents. 


George H. C. MacGregor, M.A. By the Rev. 
Duncan Campbell MacGregor, M.A. $1.25. 


Pandita Ramabai. By Helen S. Dyer. §1. 


Sign of the Cross in Madagascar, The. By 
J. J. Kilpin Fletcher. $1. 


Unto Him. By John H. Vincent. 25 cents. 
Valley Muse, A. By Charles G. Blanden. $1. 


What is Catholicism ?. By Edmond Scherer, 
$1.25. : 


~ BODY-RESTORER 


Kidder, 


By James G. K. 





Food is the body-restorer. 
In health, you want nothing 
but food; and your baby wants 
nothing but food. But, when 
not quite well, you want to get 
back to where food is enough. 

One of the most delicate 
foods, in the world, is Scott's 
emulsion of cod-liver oil. 


When usual food is a burden, 
it feeds you enough to restore 
your stomach; baby the same, 
The body-builder is food; 
the body-restorer is Scott’s 
emulsion of cod-liver oil. 


We'll send you a little to try if you like. 
SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl street, New York, 





PLANO «x ORGAN » 
COMPENDIUM [J 


On receipt of 
your request. we 
will send, charges 
paid anywhere, 

nest com- 
pendium of (or- 
Dish American 
Pianos and Or- 
ans ever issued, 
t will prove to 
you that you can 
save from 25 to 
roo per cent, and 
sh®w you how we 
send our instru- 
ments on 

One Year's 

Free Trial 
: We offer you the 
Compendium with its elegant colored frontispiece re- 








presenting ST. CECILIA ; a full description of over so 
styles of the finest Pianos and Organs the world pro- 
duces, sold at prices that show marvelous value for 
money invested ; also our reference book, ‘‘ The Heart 
of the People,” and our ever-popular special offers 
for 1901-1902. 
LL FOR NOTHING 
Write for it to-day, and mention 
this paper. An easly reply will en- 
title you toa Cash Bonus of $20 
on Pianos and $10 on Organs. Full 
pirticulars of our co-partnership 
plan are also sent, showing how 
you can get 
A Piano or Organ Free 
Thousands are co-operating with 
us. Oblige us by sending for the§ 
Free Com jum and ally 
Extras. Address the only firm of 
|} actual manufacturers High 
Grade Pianos and Organs selling 
direct to the general’ public ex- 


clusively at Factory Cost. ; 
CORNISH & CO. 

(BSTAB. 50 YEARS) FROM $25.00 
Washington, - New Jersey | Cash or instalments 

































Neglect of a Cough or Sore 
Throat may result ia an 
Incurable Throat Trouble or 


Consumption. For relief use 

BROWN’S BRONCHIAL 

TROCHES. Nothing excels this simple 
Sold 
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Che Sunday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, January 19, 1901 
Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 


second-class matter. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
mew subscribers. ‘These rates include postage : 
7 Five or more copies, either to 

5 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 75 
cents each per year. 

One copy, or any number of copies 
$1 00 less than five, will be sent to sepa- 
rate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 


Oo fr addi- 
Free Copies jicnai will be allowed 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 75 
cent rate. e 


Questions Answered about the 
Subscription Terms 
Additic be made a 
Additions yy we “ah -such additions 


subscriptions to expire at the same time with the clu 
as originally ordered, and the rate to be the 
tionate share of the yearly club rates in force at the 
time the addition is made. 
Subscribers to whom the paper is 
How Papers mailed, separately, at the rate of | 
are &. .00 + 75 — a year, can seve 
the address changed at any time 
Addressed without charge. 
The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond 
ay time gent for, unless by special cogeeee. 
wong copies of any one issue of the pa 
ait the teachers of a school to examine tt, 
free, upon application. 
~ 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School ‘Times will be sent to any of the 


countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 


One or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each. 


For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yeasty 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the | 
p= hed to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the sub- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TiMgEsCo., Pub! 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa 


P. O. Box 1550. 
Weak 
Women 


are made strong 
with PEARL. 
INE. The little 
woman manages, 
easily, a big wash; 
house-cleaning cannot 
frighten her. Don't depend 
on your strength as you 
have to—with Soap. PEARL- 
INE does the work—your wits 
plan it. PEAR.LINE saves at 
every ‘point. It is a regular 
steam-engine in the struggle 
against dirt. 631 


AMERICAN FIRE 


insurance Company 


Office Bail » 
308 and 310 Wainat t, Philadelphia 





enable 
SMa 



















other claims.,............ = »g06.62 
Surplus over ali Liabilities............. ie ones 
TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1900, 
$2, 626,441. 18 
THOS. AY MONTGOMERY Ay 5 
CHARD MARIS, Sec. a 
WM. F. wk LTS Asal, Seg 


, Genl. Mgr. | 
DIRECTOR 
Yhos. H. Montgomery, Crates S. Whelea, 
Israel Morris, ‘dward F. Beale, 
pomerese S. Hutchinson, jobs S. Gerbera.” 





Jos. E. Gillingham, ward Lowber Welsh, 
rchibald R. - Montgomery. 


A MESSAGE TO GARCIA 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


*“ STAYING QUALITIES.” 

People won’t be humbugged forever. 

known that Quaker Oats is better than meat to build up the athlete’s 

muscles and sustain him in extreme exertion. Quaker % 

Oats gives ‘‘staying qualities.’’ 

trainer has earned, the great public—the people who 
do things—is beginning to understand. 


Quaker 


and various recipes. 





have learned that 
Bread, Muff Cakes, Bo d Puddin At Grocers in 2-1b, 

LESS MEAT Our Cereal Cook x otited by Min. Rover, gives hundreds of Teese tinct novations 

Tux AmEnican CEREAL Co., 





VOL. 43, NO. 2 


Thoughts for the 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S 
MEETING 
BY ROBERT E. SPEER 


February 3, 1901. Christian Endeavor 
Day. Joshua r ;: 1-11. 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Victories of endeavor (Isa. 40 : 
28-31 ; r John 2 : 12-14). 

TuEs.—A fruitful tree (Matt. 7 : 15-20). 

WED.—The strength of the past (Job 32: 
7; 2 Tim. 1 : 8-13). 

THURS.—Obligations to the new century 
Eccl. 11 : 1-6). 

FRri.—The Spirit in all (Acts 2 : 14-18). 

SaT.—The twentieth anniversary (Psa. 
148 : 7-14). 
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HE great leader was dead. The 
vast work he attempted was done. 
Israel, freed from bondage, stood on the 
border of the Promised Land. What a 
time for remembrance! It was the 
golden day for the old men who dwelt 
in the past. Israel might have sat 
down there on the farther bank of the 
Jordan to recount and listen to the great 
experiences of the deliverance and the 
journeyings. That would have been the 
end. The indolent contemplation of 
past achievements would have benumbed 
energy, then bred discontent and dis- 
couragement, then demoralized and dis- 
persed the people. 


It is getting to be pretty well 


What the athletic ««Get up,”’ said the voice of the Lord, 


**and go.’’ There would be time enough 
for contemplation in the Promised Land. 
The journey thither uncompleted was 
no place for leisurely meditation on the 
past, and such brooding on the past 
would not secure the land for them. 


im the world is made from Satie Sate, tantien te Cate 


Oateaiso makes wh 





Monadnock Building, Chicago, Ill. 











Florida Limited 


On January 14 the Florida Limited will | 
resume service for the season of 1901. 

This luxurious train will be operated over 
the Pennsylvania Railroad and Southern | 
Railway, as heretofore, and will leave Phila- | 
delphia, Broad Street Station, at 3.16 P. M. 
daily except Sunday. It runs through solid 
from New York to St. Augustine, excepting 
one Drawing-Room Sleeping-Car, which is 
detached at Columbia, S. C., and goes 
through to Augusta for the accommodation of 
travelers to that place and Aiken; and one 
which is de- 
tached at Jacksonville, goes through to Port 
Tampa. 

The train is composed of Pullman Com- 
partment Cars, Drawing- Room Sleeping- 
Cars, Library, Dining, and Observation 
Cars. 








Drawing-Room Sleeping-Car, 


The Compartment Cars contain, in addi- 
tion to the separate drawing-rooms, eight | 
handsomely furnished compartments, which 
may be thrown into suites if desired, all 
having toilet facilities. Each room is finished 
in different woods and sumptuously uphol- 
stered, and offers the acme of comfort in | 
travel. 


room, in addition to ea toilet and natn. 





The Drawing-Room Sleeping-Cars are the 
most recent creations of the Pullman Shops, | 
and each has twelve sections and drawing- 





For copy send a postage stamp to George H. Daniels, 
General Passenger Agent, New York Central, New Y ork, 





You do not subdue the future by retreat- 
ing into the past. ‘‘ You can have as 
: J . |much of the land as you walk over,’’ 
The Library Cer isa model of all that is | | said the Lord. Looking at it would not 
refined and luxurious in furnishing. In it will 
be found easy-chairs, sofas, and tete-a-tetes, secure it, Looking back at the promises 
with an abundance of handsomely engraved | of it would not secure it. J They could 
stationary, and all the latest literature. The have it if they went up on it’ ‘Stretch 
dining-cars are of the most recent construc- | forth thine hand,’’ said Jesus. And the 
tion, large and well ventilated. The service man stretched forth his hand. The 
and cuisine are maintained at the highest | power came in its exercise, not in its 
point of perfection, the markets of both the | expectation. It took the footprints of 


North and South being liberally drawn upon | |srael to validate their title and seal the 
for delicacies of the season. promise of Jehovah. 


The Observation Car, which is placed at 
the rear of the train, is in reality the recep- | ad 
tion-room of this moving palace. It was| The future is always dreadful, because 
especially constructed with the view of| it is unknown. We fear what we don't 
affording the traveler every opportunity of | know. But Joshua was to go up into it 
‘« Be strong and brave,’’ 


enjoying the flying panorama of the trip. It | without fear. 
is handsomely and appropriately furnished, | 5,id God. Now, if we only knew it, the 
and its large plate-glass windows both 9n | future is just what we need not fear. 
the sides and end make it a most enjoyable 


and comfortable sun parlor. 





rooms. 


| Our fear of the past, were it not for the 

Charles L. Hopkins, District Passenger | freiveness of Christ, would be intelli- 
Agent, Southern Railway, 828 Chestnut St., |gible. It holds the record of our short- 
Philadelphia, will take pleasure in furnishing | CO™ings and our sins. But, so far as we 
all information, are concerned, the future is clear, and 
, we can go up into it with a steady and 
level eye and a conscience unsoiled. 
No man ought to want to venture back 
into the past. Every man ought to be 
eager and fearless to move out into the 
future. 

But Joshua was to take God's part of 


Corns make pessimists. 
A-CORN SALVE turns them 
into optimists. 15 cents. From 
dragetsts, or by mail. \s 


Giant Chemical Co., Philadelphia. \ 
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the past into the future with him. God 
had been in the past, and by what he 
had taught Israel there, Joshua was to 
be guided absolutely, ‘‘ turning not from 
it to the right hand or the left.'" In this 
lay the secret of courage and the secret 
of success. Joshua was to know the law 
thoroughly, meditating on it (see Psa. 1) 
day and night, having it always in his 
mouth for wisdom and in his heart for 
strength, and then God bound himself 
to this promise, ‘‘Thou shalt make thy 
and then thou shalt 
have good success.’ That is God’s way 
still. Those who sneer at the ways of 
the past are in danger of sneering at 
God's ways therein, and that is the sure 
road to failure and disaster. ‘‘Stay by 
me,’’ was Jehovah's assurance, ‘‘ and I 
will stay by thee, and, owning the future, 
I will shape it for thee.’’ 


% 

‘*I] have commanded thee,’’ ‘The 
Lord thy God is with thee,’’ ‘‘ Be strong 
and of a good courage."’ In the com- 
mand and promise of God, and standing 
in his will, men and women may go out 
into the untried, however dark and un- 
certain it may be, with a firm step and a 
buoyant heart. Robert Falconer dis- 
covered this when he came to the Jor- 
dan in his life and crossed _ over, 
believing, ‘‘ First, that a man’s business 
is to do the will of God ; second, that 
God takes upon himself the care of the 
man ; and, third, therefore, that a man 
must never be afraid of anything.’’ 


x 
And the Christian Endeavor move- 
ment, twenty years old to-day, need fear 
nothing except remembering too much 
of its doings in the past, and too little of 
God's. It has nothing to fear in the un- 
tried days if it goes up into them in 
Joshua's spirit. Great and prosperous, 
and blessed and successful, are those 
days sure to be, for they are God's days, 
and the days of all who put their trust in 
God and obey him. 
< 
‘* To be twenty years of age in 1901,” 
said Mr. Hall Caine in a recent address, 


way prosperous, 
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reach. Get them into classes for doctrinal and 
spiritual instruction, or invite them into proba- 
tioner's classes, or to decide by thé uplifted 
hand or by signing cards. In the way of your 
church that will do it win them to Christ. 

The Greatest and Whitest Harvest. Almost 
everywhere the Sabbath-school is the meeting 
of the church which has the largest attendance, 
usually that meeting which has the largest num- 
ber of unsaved people, and always the meeting 
where children are most numerous and easy to 
be reached. It is the chureh’s largest and 
ripest harvesi-field. 

Why also the Children? .In the primary 
department the wise teacher will not need to 
urge to loving Jésus, and all children there 
must be tenderly led. In the junior and the 
intermediate departments (8 to 13 years, and 13 
to 18 years), the chief work of Decision Day is 
to be accomplished, though older ones should 
be even more earnestly sought. 

But all the children without fail— 

1. Because Jesus urged those who love him 
first to feed and shepherd them. 

2. Because he claims them for his kingdom. 

3. Because they love Christ, and gladly then 
come to him. 

4 Between eight and eighteen years it is 
possible to impress and win as never thereafter. 

. Because Christians then made become the 
iritual leaders and workers of the Church of 
hrist. 

6. Because so many die in this early period. 

7. Because when we save a child we, save 
two,—a soul to heaven and a life to earth. 

8. Because the Christian life thus saved may 
save ten thousand, and become a noble and 
Christ-like character. 

9. Because the child Christian is the model 
Christian. 

10. Because a little child shall lead fathers 
and mothers to Christ. 

Leading Up to Decision Day. A day gene- 
tally adopted awakens widespread interest, 
gives the great advantage of concerted effort, 
renders it easier for the timid, adds the power 
of Christian fellowship in work, and the help of 
spiritual rower ag and example. 

Thus a church finds it helpful to appoint a 
Decision Day, or a city, county, and state Sun- 
day-school association to appoint it with blessed 
results. The last Sunday in January is Penn- 
sylvania Decision Day. But any day appointed 
by — school or association is equally good. 

hen let the pastor preach on Christ blessing 
and saving the children. The superintendent 
will call the teachers together for prayer and 
conference several times. . 

A meeting for parents, teachers, and workers 
should be one of the approaches to the day. Let 
there be much prayer and co-operation of 
home, church, and school planned. Teachers 
will visit the scholars and talk to them tenderly 
and tactfully. 

On Decision Day. ‘The regular lesson more 
spiritually taught after a uniform plan, if pos- 


sible. ‘The appeal to the scholars in each class 
by the teacher. Using card of confession, if 
desired. 








Dropped It 
Quit Coffee and Got Well 





‘¢with the prospect of seeing 1950, is to 
be heir to an inheritance better and | 
greater than the richest millionaire can 
leave behind him."’ 
not 1950 only, but all the years that 
there are to see. 


inte 


Work and Workers 


Philadelphia’s Decision 
Day 


HILADELPHIA County Sunday- 
school workers have made ‘‘ Sun- 
day-school week’’ famous, and 

each year there is a fuller observance of 
the week, which leads up to Decision 
Day. Acircular issued to the workers 
reads, in part, as follows : 


Decision Day 


What is it? An effort to win all the un- 
churched and unsaved scholars to Christ, und 
the church wisely. directed according to the 
customs and usages of your church, and in 
charge of your own pastor and superintendent. 


But we shall see | 
| 


** My breakfast never seemed complete with- 
out coffee, but the stomach became gradually 
weakened, although I had no idea of the cause. 
An hour or so after eating, a dull, aching pain 
would come in my stomach, and sick-headache 
set up. This misery would continue two or 
three hours, increasing to an intense burning 
pain, until relieved by vomiting, then I would 
quickly recover. 

“These attacks grew more frequent, and the 
pain more intense, until it began to affect my 
general health. I tried many remedies for 
strengthening my stomach, until finally I 
noticed that the much-loved coffee appeared to 
have a wooden taste, and I concluded to see 
what effect leaving it off would have. 

“In a short time, the sick, aching attacks 
ceased entirely, gradually my stomach regained 
its vigor, I began drinking Postum Food Cof- 
fee, and I discovered by experiment that it has 
a delicious, crisp coffee taste, and yet I could 
drink all I wanted of it, without any oppres- 
sion ; on the contrary, it gave me a well-fed, 
nourished, and lightened feeling, instead of the 
old oppression. 

“My general health has been greatly im- 
proved, and I am able to eat, without fear, 
many things I dared not attempt before. I am 
grateful that some one has found so satisfactory 





dts Best Plans. Each pastor and superinten- 
dent knows best what will do for his church | 
and school. There is no set method. All | 
churches agree that we must win the scholars | 
to Christ and the church. This is the chief | 
purpose of the Sabbath-school and of all Bible | 
teaching. All our investigation shows that it is 
lamentably neglected. ree-fourths of young 
people leave the school without entering the 
ehurch. They will never again be so easy to 


a beverage. It is already a boon to thousands 
who have been troubled with coffee-drinking, 
and there are yet thousands who, if they knew 
the cause of their trouble, would get well by 
leaving off coffee and using Postum Food Cof- 
fee. Please omit name."" Name and address 
furnished by Postum Cereal Co.. Ltd., Battle 
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Afternoon Tea 


RAMONA or ATHENA Sugar Wafers 
are the daintiest of tea-table delicacies 
—tempting tid-bits for the hostess to 
tender her favorite friends. 


Ramona ane Athena 


SUGAR WAFERS 


are a revelation in fancy baking. Partic- 
ularly nice to serve with fruit, ice cream, 
or any kind of dessert. Ramona has 
chocolate-cream flavoring. Athenais del- 
icately flavored with lemon. 


Bold every where 
in sealed tins. 


NATIONAL BISCUIT COMPANY 
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“ Turn them over and see how they’re made. 
All seams run around the body.”’ 


There is only one kind of corset that can be made this way. 
patents protect us and keep THOMSON’S 


“Glove- Fitting” Corsets 


in the lead, because they are as different 
from the others as day is from night. 


Our new Straight-Front Corset is 


Paris shape our specialty. 
where. 


Geo. C. Batcheller & Co., 345 B’way, N. Y. 
“FOR SALE BY ALL LEADING DRY GOODS STORES” 


Our 


called the “ MILITANT.” 


For sale every- 


Handsome catalogue mailed /ree. 




















Castle Creek Hot Springs, Arizona 





lightful mountain trails. 


7, most attractive and most favored pleasure and health resort in the 
Southwest ; nowhere else can such a combination of hot springs of 
medicinal value and mild winter climate be found. 

Altitude, 2,300 feet; temperature, equable. 
storms ; no mists or fogs, or frosts ; an average of but one cloudy day in 
ten ; and humidity the lowest of any place on record. 

Abundant supply of water of absolute purity, very beneficial in rheuma- 
tism and like disorders ; open pools of different temperatures in which 
bathing can safely be indulged in and enjoyed any day in the year. 
of-door amusements provided, and trained saddle-horses for the many de- 


An Ideal Place for Rest and Recuperation 
Hotel accommodations first class in every respect. Located attractively 
near Hot Springs Junction on the Sante Fé, Prescott, and Phoenix Railway, 
from which point stage leaves every morning except Sunday over the 
finest mountain road to be found in the West. 


No high winds or dust 


Out- 








Buy your tickets via the Sante Fe Route and Ash Fork. Further information 
and descriptive pamphlets upon application to H. P. ANEWALT, General 
Passenger Agent, S. F. P. & P. Ry., Prescott, Arizona. 














Individual 


** The ordinance is a spiritual joy NOW to many 
who shrank from it before."’ 


The outfit is not expensive. 
Write us for full particulars. 


GEORGE H. SPRINGER, Manager 
256-258 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 


MAKE MONEY EVENINCS. 


| 3 employed during the day can make money even 











Creek, Mich, 


gi public exhibitions with ce fam 
rea ~ eis 300-page capital pised 
Mfg. Optician, 49 Nassan 6, HN. ¥,, 


Henry M. King, D.D., of Providence, says: 


| 


most perfect, highest class bells in the wor 


THE, GENUINE WENEELY BELL § 





Communion Service | mensis’& Ge. Wattriet West troy PO." 


to 6 % Safe Investments 


in real-estate first mortgages, as placed by us for 

22 years, have never failed once. One investor 

writes to us: “‘ Since 1892 I have been carefully 

selecting some of your choice loans, and have 

never lost a dollar, and, when other securities failed, 

have been tided over many evil days because | could al- 

Say cepene upon the income from your mortgages.” 

Write to us for our list of loans in the blackwaxy belt 
of Texas and in Oklahoma. Loans guaranteed. 


THE_BUNNELL & ENO INV MENT Co. 
Bullitt Building, Paitedeiphre. Pa. 








Jn ordering goods, or in making inquiry concern- 
yy A anything advertised in this paper, you will oblige 
the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 
saw the advert: 





isement in The Sunday School 1imes. 








































































THE CHINESE SAY, 


“When the wind blows your fire it's useless to tire 
yourself.” About lialf of your toil can be avoided by 


the use of 
SAPOLIO 


It doesn’t make us tired to tell about the merits of 
Sapolio. Thousands of women in the United States 
thank us every hour of their lives for having told them | 





Sire ece re ages ae 


ot Sapolio. 


Its use saves many weary hours of toii in house 


cleaning. No. 32. 


Lost 


Temper, Leisure and 
Energy by the 
housekeeper who 
neglected to use 








THE SUNDAY SCH 
You Can Play Them Without Learning 







READ WHAT PASTORS AND ORGANISTS 





JANUARY 19, I9QOI 








Takes 
the 
Dirt 
and 
Leaves 


the 
Clothes 


B.T. Babbitt’s 
11776 
Soap Powder 

























AFULL BAND A GRAND 











ie eee eonwedcs SOSA L aoe ad PO rac SSE 

may to o p oo_4 
eae eae reread cameo ak 
ORGAN EFFECT CAN BE OBTAINED 72°: have ne no 


Lh 4 OF 5S. Bees Gre reas 2 008 aoe ets 


Tharsh Chote Band. Sine 
.0O SPECIAL ¢ OFFER *:. give you a chance to test our instruments and prove aitour 


inch ry full tnetrections love to and ted catalogue, 
or $1.00, We : that all interested will eventually organize a 
Band. is a gran ae you should not it, We warrant just as ted or money 


Awarded First Prize, Gold Medal, at the Greater America Exposition, Omaha, Neb. 


‘and isequered, 11 inches 























you're planting 
when you plant 

Ferry’s Seeds. If you 
buy cheap seeds you can't 
besure. Take no chances — 
get Ferry’s. Dealers every- 
where sell them. Write 
for 1901 Seed Annual— 
mailed free. 


URPEES 


220 pages, fully worth a dollar. 





A Bright Business Catalogue of ninety pages that tells plain truth about BBST 
SEEDS that Grow. Write a postal card to-day, or send ten cents (stamps or 
silver) for BURPEE’S QUARTER-CENTURY FARM ANNUAL,—a New Book of 
W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO., PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


FOR 


SEED-SENSE js01 


is mailed FREE to all 











D. M. FERRY & CO., 





Detroit, Mich. 








The Doctor’s Wife 

Watches the Effect of Proper Peeding 
“Tl have an excellent opportunity to know of 
the effect of food in sickness, for my husband is 
a practicing physician, and has been recom- 
mending Grape-Nuts food for some time. I 
have watched the result, and have never known 

a case where it has not given satisfaction. 
“One instance will perhaps suffice to illus- 
trate : A professor in the high school here was 


Sold at all 


Known and Prized for its nutritive and refreshing qualities. 
A drink for a Prince at less than a cent a cup. 
ocery stores—order it next time. 





in very poor health from stomach trouble. 
He finally got into such a condition that he 
could not eat any food whatever without suffer- 
ing, and was so reduced in strength that he 
could hardly walk. He was put on Grape- 
Nuts food and gained rapidly, and is now in 
good health, His cure was effected by the use 
of Grape-Nuts food.” Mrs. Dr. Lyman, 
Croton, O. 








The 5 Minate Breakfast Food. 








Because it isn’t mounted on 
THE IMPROVED 
HARTSHORN 


SHADE ROLLER. 
A perfect article. No cattare 


























Better Sure 
than Sorry 


seeds that have 
mu ee er 


Gregory’s Seeds 


No one was ovescnrrz be 2 & oo 
Our 








SEES em 





B. & B. 


Prices doing it 


—selling out the surplus—and more people 

than ever taking advantage of it— lowest 

prices good, useful goods ever sold for. 
Lot ie 45 cent American Homespuns, 


15¢. 
road i o of 50 cent all-wool Dress Goods, 


a ar += Goods, 50c. yard. 

Surplus lot all- wool, 36 inch, 50 cent 
plaids, —- a little light—quality 
good as wheat. 

Lot of dollar and $1.25 elegant Black 
Goods fancies, 50c. 

40 inch, neat, small-figured Black Novel- 


ties, 40c. 
All-wool Challies—soc. French Challies 
among them—25c.—pretty styles for-waists. 
Lots of other goods—silks, suitings, skirt- 
thrown away as to price. 
rite us about what you want—write now 
this shelf-emptying time. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Dept. S. T. Allegheny, Pa. 


SEND TO 


H. O’ Neill & Co., New York, 


for illustrated catalogue of general merchandise. 








The Sunday Scheol Times | intends to admit only only ‘advertisements ¢ that are trustworth 
publishers will refun 








hy. Should, however, an advertisement « of a party not having good commercial credit be inadvertently inserted, the 
to subscribers any money that they lose thereby 
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